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The Impact of Imports on Economic
Growth in Syria

ABSTRACT

The high level of Imports indicates strong domestic demand and a
growing economy. If these Imports consist mainly of productive
assets, such as machinery and equipment, this will improve the
economy’s productivity in the long run. A healthy economy is an
economy in which Exports and Imports are growing, which usually
indicates economic strength and a sustainable trade surplus or
deficit. If Exports are growing, but Imports have decreased
significantly, this may indicate that foreign economies are in a
better condition than the domestic economy, however, the high
level of Imports and the growing trade deficit can have a negative
Impact on economic variables, such as the Exchange Rate of the
country's currency, in addition to the negative Impact on national
foreign exchange reserves, which harms Economic Growth. The
research aims to study the dynamic Impact of Imports on Economic
Growth in Syria during the period (1980-2018), using the Bounds
Test approach of the ARDL (Autoregressive Distributed Lag
Model), it was confirmed that there is a relationship between the
studied variables. The results also showed a direct Impact of
Imports on Economic Growth in Syria in the long term, as Imports
play a positive role in Economic Growth and are considered as
sources of Economic Growth in Syria in the long term, which
supports the realization of the hypothesis of Imports leading
Growth. Government Expenditure, Imports and the Exchange Rate
are among the factors affecting Economic Growth in Syria in the
long term. Inflation Rate, Government Expenditure and the Legal
System are all factors affecting Economic Growth in Syria in the
short term.

Key Words: Imports, Exports, Foreign Trade, Economic Growth.
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