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Abstract

The research deals with an important poetic purpose common
in Arabic literature since the pre Islamic era, which is the purpose of
lamentation represented by self-pity and the other’s lamentation in the
era of Bani al-Alahmar, where they were apprehensive about the
reality, so they lamented themselves , and they also expressed feelings
of sadness and pain about losing the other through the poem of
lamentation.

Key words: (self elegy - lamentaion for the other — eulogy —
condolences — lamentaion)
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Epistemology of thinking in essence of
human communication at Edgar Morin

ABSTRACT

Morin considered his social milieu as an anthropologist to be
interested in studying new population. His curiosity led him to pay
more attention to the study of human behavior, and here we must be
aware that Moran is not the focus of his interest in the behavior
itself ,but rather the location of this behavior within social
communication and Moran is often attracted to the study of the
biological dimension that restricts man. Morin also raises many
questions about his position on this world, and here he confirms that
the pillars of objectivity are clarified by recognizing the subjectivity
of the author .Edgar Moran often aspires to reveal the linguistic and
philosophical impact of complex thinking in a very clear
contradiction with the standard models that affirm that man is the
only living being that can communicate and engage with other non-
human beings, while man enjoys a very important position and the
ability to Adaptation and coexistence on a planet threatened at any
time by man, which escapes the grip of control and balance every
passing moment. In Moran's opinion, it is necessary to overcome a
frame of reference that has a limited view. And adpot a more
ecological view of communication.

Keywords: Epistemology of thinking,Human
communication,Edgar Morin.
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Deletion in the poetry of Al-Baha Zuhair

Pro. Mustafa Nimr*
pro. Bana Shbani **
Imran Ali Kanjo***

summary

Deletion is one of the linguistic phenomena that deepens the
eloquence of the language. It is one of the expression mechanisms
that poets resort to to intensify their meanings and deepen their
intellectual body.

Al-Baha Zuhair used the mechanism of deletion to present a
deep tapestry of systems. It is a tapestry that carries the fragrance of
the self, and the beauty of feeling for the events that befall a person,
and the different feelings that he feels. Life is a field full of fragrant
visions and the dialectic of destinies and hopes.

Deletion varied in the poetry of Al-Baha Zuhair. He used
deletion of parts of the nominal structure, and he was not satisfied
with that, but he resorted to deleting parts of the actual structure.
His deletion was not random, but rather it was an employed
deletion. This deletion affected the subject, verb, object, and
predicates, and each deletion had its own specificity. And
significance.

Al-Baha Zuhair is a veteran poet who was adept at reading
the data of objective reality and transforming it into an emotional
level that he organized, relying in many cases on deleting some
verbal structures by dropping them into the apparent structure, in
order to reach levels of more expressiveness and more accurate
revelation.

Keywords: deletion, Al-Baha Zuhair, poetry, significance.

* Professor of Rhetoric and Poetry at the Faculty of Arts and Human
Sciences, Tishreen University, Latakia.

** Assistant Professor in the Department of Arabic Language, Faculty of
Arts and Human Sciences, Tishreen University, Latakia.

*** Postgraduate student (PhD), Department of Arabic Language,
Faculty of Arts and Human Sciences, Tishreen University, Latakia.
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The presumption of attribution in the
Diwan of Imru’ al-Qays

Osama Munir Zamzm*

summary

Evidence is of great importance in clarifying meanings and
achieving textual coherence and cohesion. Among those clues is the
chain of narrators that attracted the attention of ancient and modern
linguists. The presumption of attribution in the actual or nominal
sentence brings us to one of the phenomena of interdependence
between emotional and contextual units, What achieves the
phenomenon of harmony that increases the bonds of consistency
between the textual particles that are combined by the axis of
attribution within two elements: the predicate and the predicate, and
this matter we found organized in an artistic way in the poetry of
Imru’ al-Qays, which provided us with a study of the possible
attributional manifestations.

The isnad is one of the main topics of grammar that has a
great impact in shaping the grammatical base, and highlighting the
semantic value of the two movements of Dam and Fath, which
form the basis of the syntactic movement of the predicate and the
predicate, This is useful in studying the emotional methods
achieved by the predicate difference, and enhances the highlighting
of the beauty of our Arabic language in its various parts, in which
the grammatical reference is a shining title.

Keywords: clues, coherence, attribution, predicate, ascribed to.

* Doctor of Arabic Language and Literature, Tishreen University,
Faculty of Arts and Human Sciences, Lattakia.
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The Theme of Death in Modern Poetry:
A Study of Selected Poems

Submitted by
Dr. Bassima Mahfoud

Abstract

This research discusses the theme of death in modern poetry in light
of poems by David Herbert Lawrence, Wystan Hugh Auden and
William Butler Yeats. When it comes to examining the theme of
death in modern poetry, modern poets seem to deal with this idea in
their poems from different perspectives. The research shows that
Lawrence regards death as a journey. Moreover, he seems to
believe that death is not the end, and that there is a life afterwards
without unfolding the nature and mechanism of this life. Unlike
Lawrence, Auden, who eulogises his fellow poet and friend, Yeats,
believes that death is the end of life. Nevertheless, he argues that
poetry, though unable to reverse death itself, can preserve the
memory of the poet through his poems. Yeats himself struggles
with the idea of mortality, being unable to accept the inevitability
of death at first. Then, the poet comes to terms with death as part of
life. The research shows that all the divergent views regarding
death in modern poetry share the same attitude of uncertainty. The
aim of unravelling the mysteries of death stems from a desire to
apprehend life itself in an age that is shrouded with mystery and
doubts.

Key Words: The theme of death, modern poetry, David Herbert
Lawrence, Wystan Hugh Auden and William Butler Yeats,
uncertainty.
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The Theme of Death in Modern Poetry: A Study of

Selected Poems

The theme of death has always enjoyed poets' interest, as
many of them have dedicated some of their poems to examine
this idea. It is interesting that this single theme provides a
parade of various views so that it has been dealt with by poets
in so many different ways. The reason behind this interest in
understanding death is the aim at understanding life itself. In
his "Death and Dying in Literature”, Skelton examines the

relation between literature and the theme of death, stating that

One of the central tasks of literature is to impose a
structure on life

and death, giving meaning to both. Indeed, literature as a
discipline

aims just as certainly as science does to understand the
world in

which we live and to interpret our own role as
participants in the

human condition®.
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Modern poetry, by nature is the field of uncertainties,
controversies as well as innovation. Since Modernism attempts
to grasp the rapid changes in every aspect of life, it is not
unusual to find Modernist poets lured towards the secrets of

death, being the most mysterious part of life.

In his The Music of Time: Poetry in the Twentieth Century,
John Burnside justifies Modernist poets' interest in dealing
with human issues, while highlighting the function of poetry,

asserting that

... poetry has a significant role in our communal life, in
that it causes

us to attend not only to the poem itself but also to the
world around us

— and this is important in the public as well as the
private sphere.

Poetry as a discipline (Burnside's italics) heightens the
attention of

both poet and reader’.

This seems to provide a plausible description of poetry,
namely here modern poetry, being the topic of Burnside's
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discussion. However, in the case of modern poetry in
particular, poetry "as a discipline” applies more to the private

sphere than it does to the public one.

When it comes to examining the theme of death in modern
poetry, modern poets tackle this idea in their poems from
different perspectives. For example, some modern poets
portray death as a journey, while some other poets depict it as
the end of a journey. Furthermore, some poets express their
struggle with the concept of death itself, trying to find their
peace with mortality. All of them, however, agree on the
notion that death is inevitable, and it is a mysterious and
unknown territory. Needless to say, there is no definite
information regarding death, and here, where poets step
forward to share their insights regarding death, and

consequently, regarding life.

This research examines the theme of death in modern
poetry with reference to poems by D. H. Lawrence, W. H.
Auden and W. B. Yeats. The selected poems are "The Ship of
Death", "In Memory of W. B. Yeats" and "Among School
Children™ respectively, also with references to other poems
which come close to the poems under discussion. The
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examined poems show how these modern poets deal with the

theme of death from different perspectives.

D. H. Lawrence

David Herbert Lawrence (1885-1930) was a novelist, poet,
short story writer, essayist and painter. His reputation as a
novelist rather than a poet seems to spread. However, his
poetry attracted critics and scholars and secured his important
position among Modernist poets more than his prose did.
Banerjee bears witness to this fact as he edits a volume in
which he traces the critics' interest in Lawrence's poetry,

stating that:

It is salutary to remind ourselves, at the very outset, that
though

Lawrence's prose did seem to attract greater attention
throughout his

life, it is equally clear, from the essays and excerpts
collected in this

volume, that right from the very beginning both
Lawrence and his

critics took his poetry very seriously indeed®.
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When it comes to examining the theme of death in
Lawrences's poetry, one particular poem stands out. The poem

Is "The Ship of Death” which is discussed in this research.

""The Ship of Death™

Lawrence wrote this poem in early1930 shortly before his
death. The poem belongs to Last Poems. The main image in
the poem is that of a ship. It is the ship of death, which,
according to the poet, secures the survival of the soul in its
journey. The idea of death as a journey is not unusual for
Lawrence. In fact, Lawrence had his fair share of journeying in
real life, and he wrote a book about this particular topic, titled

Etruscan Places. The Etruscans, Lawrance explains:

were the people who occupied the middle of Italy in
early Roman

days, and whom the Romans, in their usual neighbourly
fashion,

wiped out entirely in order to make room for Rome with
a very big

R. They couldn't have wiped them all out, there were too
many of
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them. But they did wipe out the Etruscan existence as a
nation and

a people”.

The Etruscan culture surely appears in Lawrence's poem
through the image of the ship around which the whole poem
revolves. "A number of poems”, Pinion explains, "derive from
the Etruscan custom of placing a little bronze ship with other
treasures in the burial chamber of a chief or Lucomo; it was
the 'ship of death that should bear him over to the other
world"®. Besides the reference to the Etruscan culture, "the
ship” is the suitable image to be chosen by the poet in this
poem. For Lawrence, death is a journey in which people are
carried by the ship of death to a destination that does not seem
to be the end.

The poem skilfully depicts the process of aging, death and
rebirth, as the first stanza states:

Now it is autumn and the falling fruit

and the long journey towards oblivion.

The apples falling like great drops of dew
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to bruise themselves an exit from themselves.

And it is time to go, to bid farewell
to one’s own self, and find an exit

from the fallen self®.

"Autumn" stands for the aging of the body, and "the falling
fruit" is a sign of the decay that accompanies the process of
aging towards "oblivion™. The poem is full of natural imagery,
successfully employed to depict the journey of death. The
autumnal scene, the falling apples and "the grim frost"’. This
natural imagery is employed to describe "a journey neither
through space nor through time, but in consciousness, a
deepening, not a progression or regression, with a goal of

Il8

oblivion'®, that is death. The most interesting image here is

that falling apples "bruise themselves an exit from

themselves"®

. This is a hidden reference to the soul coming out
of the body. Lawrence's use of language is notable here as he
uses the verb "bruise” which implies pain. Thus, the soul's
process of leaving the body is painful. At the same time, it is
the "exit" that the soul is trying to achieve. The word "exit"

implies liberation.
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Thematically, the poem is divided into three phases. The
first phase is establishing the inevitability of death, marked by
the poet's statement: "Have you built your ship of death, O
have you? / O build your ship of death, for you will need it"*°.
"Lawrence", as Rexroth points out, "did not try to mislead
himself with false promises, imaginary guarantees. Death is
the absolute, unbreakable mystery"'!. From the start, the poet
established the one and only inevitable fact about life, that is
death. It is true that death is still a mystery but, Lawrence is

certain that it is the ultimate truth.

The second phase is a description of the journey towards
death. "Spiritual peace”, Pinion argues, "is needed for the long
journey to oblivion"2. This is why the poem elaborate on the
preparation that should be done in order to find peace. In the
poem, "oblivion" seems to denote calm and peace. In fact, it is
a recurrent idea in Lawrences poetry. In his "Fatigue", for

instance, the poet mentions: "My soul has had a long, hard
day / she is tired, / she is seeking her oblivion""*. The majority
of the stanzas of "The Ship of Death” describe the journey and
how the soul finds its way out of the decaying body: " Already
our bodies are fallen, bruised, badly bruised, / already our
souls are oozing through the exit / of the cruel bruise"".
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Again, Lawrence's use of vernacular makes a statement here.
Besides using "cruel bruise" and "exit", the poet uses "o0o0zing"
to describe the movement of the soul out of the body. It seems
that the soul seeks its escape from the decaying body, and

vigorously delves towards its destination.

The third phase is the transformation or resurrection of the
soul. It is true that the poem does not give a definite picture of
the nature of this transformation, yet the poet is sure that death

IS the gateway to a new existence:

The flood subsides, and the body, like a worn sea-shell
emerges strange and lovely.

And the little ship wings home, faltering and lapsing
on the pink flood,

and the frail soul steps out, into the house again

filling the heart with peace.

Swings the heart renewed with peace

even of oblivion®.

"Transformation after death", Eisenstein asserts, "must remain
forever without proof, neither tasted nor touched, but of its
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existence all great religious thinkers are agreed"°. Lawrence's
poem "Belief" sums up the idea of the certainty of eternity

among all the uncertainties of life:

Forever nameless
Forever unknown
Forever unconceived
Forever unrepresented

yet forever felt in the soul*".

Whether or not "The Ship of Death" ends where it has begun
or at some other sphere of existence is not clear. The poem
yields no final answer in order to unravel what Lawrence
really means by the new birth. Nevertheless, it shows clearly
the poet's interest in the theme of death and his believe that the

journey of life does not end with death.

W. H. Auden
W. H. Auden is a prominent Modernist poet whose poetry
mirrors the modern world and modern self. His poems are full
of references to political, social as well as human issues. One
of the human issues with which Auden was concerned is the
theme of death, a trait noted by his critics and scholars
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worldwide: "Wystan Hugh Auden, a figure on the English and
American poetry scene in the 20th century, was additionally a
poet who frequently contemplated death. In Auden’s poetry,
there is a full combination of classical and contemporary
civilization’s awareness of death"*®. Indeed, in more than one
poem, the interest in the theme of death is clear, so does the
poet's various perspectives regarding how to present this idea
in poetry. One of Auden's prominent poems to deal with the
theme of death is "In Memory of W. B. Yeats".

"In Memory of W. B. Yeats"

This poem is one of the most famous poems that talks
about death. It was published in 1939 in Auden's Another
Time. Unlike Lawrence's "The ship of Death" which tackles
death from a philosophical perspective, Auden's poem deals
with death on both the public and personal levels as well as
contemplating death from a philosophical point of view. The
main idea that Auden tries to shed light on in his poems is that
death can interrupt live and love, causing a great deal of pain.
Nevertheless, life goes on regardless of any personal grief or
loss.

"In Memory of W. Yeats" is an elegy, but unlike elegies, it
does not concentrate on the poet's personal grief. In fact, the
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poem is different from other elegies written by Auden such as
"Funeral Blues" in which personal grieve and bereavement are
clearly stated: "He was my North, my South, my East and
West, / My working week and my Sunday rest, / My noon, my

midnight, my talk, my song"*.

On the contrary, "In Memory
of W. Yeats" mixes the personal and public attitudes towards
the death of Yeats. Probably, this is what makes critic Anthony

Hecht think that "The poem begins in remoteness"*:

He disappeared in the dead of winter:

The brooks were frozen, the airports almost deserted,
And snow disfigured the public statues;

The mercury sank in the mouth of the dying day.
What instruments we have agree

The day of his death was a dark cold day?.

"Remoteness"”, however, is far remote from what Auden really
tends to convey. The use of pathetic phallacy is evident of the
poet's projection of his inner sadness. Still, the poet avoids
being caught in any subjective emotional chaos through

announcing his loss in a seemingly formal way.
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While "In the Memory of W. B. Yeats" laments the poet's
loss of a friend, it also expresses the loss of a prominent

literary figure whose loss has affected the whole nation:

The death of the poet was kept from his poems.

But for him it was his last afternoon as himself,

An afternoon of nurses and rumours;

The provinces of his body revolted,

The squares of his mind were empty,

Silence invaded the suburbs,

The current of his feeling failed; he became his
admirers.

Now he is scattered among a hundred cities®

The poem links the body of the deceased with the body of the
nation, and this is noted also by Hecht who explains the

analogy, stating that:

... the analogy of the human body to the body politic,
while
admirably suiting Auden's purpose in uniting the

individual and
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society, was a very ancient one, and particularly
employed in

Shakespeare's plays and the poetry of the English
Renaissance.

When he dies, the metaphor of human body/body politic
fails at the

same time: he becomes his admirers in that he now
exists only as

they read and remember his words®.
Grief transcends the personal boundaries to become a national
event in which a public figure is mourned for. At the same
time, there is also an emphasis on the unperishing nature of

poetry through which the poet lives after death.

This continuity of existence after death is similar to the
idea presented in "The Ship of Death" though it is here a
continuity, attained through poetry. Sharpe points at the issue

of language, and how a poet lives through it, arguing that

[t]his ingestive modification of Yeats’s writing, by a
readership that

now becomes the sole determinant of its meanings, is
earthily
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comparable to worms’ supposed consumption of dead
bodies in the

grave . . . The individual poet dies, but poetry
collectively

‘survives’; Yeats’s corpse goes the way of all flesh,
while his corpus

(Sharpe's italics) comes alive. It does so because he was
one of those

by whom the language ‘lives’.?*

Sharpe has built his argument upon what Auden himself
suggests in his essay "The Public v. the Late Mr. William
Butler Yeats" that "there is one field in which the poet is a man
of action, the field of language, and it is precisely in this that
the greatness of the deceased is most obviously shown"®. This
statement clarifies Auden's attitude towards the idea of

transcending death through language.

The poem then does make many shifts in direction, with
the poet slightly changes his attitude towards poetry: " For

poetry makes nothing happen"?®

, then he changes his attitude
back, saying that poetry "survives"?’. Michael Q'Neill and
Gareth Reeves believe that the contradiction happens because
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the poem itself "is vitalized by Auden's quarrels with

himself"?

. What these critics see as "Auden's quarrels”, might
be called, in a rather accurate phrase, "Auden'’s uncertainties".
Indeed, the poet is struggling with his uncertainties regarding
death, being unable to find definite answers. Then, the two
critics assert that "Auden implies the importance of poetry's
survival even as he interrogates its capacity to alter history.
Yet the paradoxes here make it plain that Auden does not see a
dose reading of Yeats's poems as a solution to the 'nightmare
of the dark"?°. This emphasizes the uncertain and unresolved

dilemma the poet faces in front of death.

W. B. Yeats

Much eulogised and mourned by fellow poets, what does
W. B. Yeats himself have to say about death? W. B. Yeats, one
of the prominent Modernist poets, discusses the theme of
death. In real life as well as in poetry, Yeats always struggled
with old age and mortality, aiming at defying them. Going
through the process of aging himself and knowing that this
will lead to death, Yeats examines the impact of the passage of
time upon the human body and spirit. One of Yeats' poems in
which he externalises his anxiety regarding death is "Among
School Children". He uses his personal experience to examine

136



4Ly aglall g i) Al daayl) dzala dlaa
o2 siaa dauly 2024 als 2 axal) 46 alaal)

the preoccupation with death on the personal level as well as
on the human level which encompasses humankind in general.
Throughout the poem, the poet experiences many conflicts

until he finally accepts of his age and of death as part of life.

"*Among School Children™
"Among School Children" was published in 1927, and it
belongs to the collection of poetry, The Tower. The poet is so
concerned with old age and mortality. Yeats expresses his
anxiety regarding this issue in many of his later poems. For
example, in "The Tower", the title poem of this collection of
poetry, Yeats declares his disapproval of the state of his

decaying body while his spirit is still vigorous:

What shall | do with this absurdity —
O heart, O troubled heart — this caricature,
Decrepit age that has been tied to me
As to a dog's tail?

Never had | more
Excited, passionate, fantastical
Imagination, nor an ear and eye

That more expected the impossible —*°
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Like "The Tower", Among School Children" examines the
issue of old age and carries it further towards examining the
idea of death. The recurrent occurrence of these references in

Yeats' poems shows how important this idea is for him.

"Among School Children"”, like "The Ship of Death", and
partly like, "In Memory of W. B. Yeats", deals with the theme
of death from a philosophical point of venture. The poem is
based upon an actual incident in Yeats' life. Yeats was a
member of a government committee, investigating Irish
education®. In 1926, he visited a school for inspection.
However, this poem is a poem of self-reflection, rather than
being a political metaphor. Observing school children, the poet
reflects on the value of life. He is aware of the inevitability of
death and the effect of time on human life. He mentions his

beloved's fading beauty:

Her present image floats into the mind—
Did Quattrocento finger fashion it
Hollow of cheek as though it drank the wind

And took a mess of shadows for its meat?>?
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The poet then moves to talk about the impact of death upon
humanity, dealing with the idea that love cannot defeat death.
He particularly mentions the love of mothers to their children

and the love on nuns to their idols:

Both nuns and mothers worship images,
But those the candles light are not as those
That animate a mother's reveries,

But keep a marble or a bronze repose.

And yet they too break hearts—O Presences
That passion, piety or affection knows,

And that all heavenly glory symbolise—

O self-born mockers of man's enterprise;*

Thus, according to the poet, nothing seems to defeat death and
to ease his agony regarding old age and mortality. It is true that
this poem is one of Yeats' private poems in which he talks
about his own experience and struggle with the idea of
mortality, but the poem introduces a universal preoccupation

that is sharded among people.

The poet searches for any possible way to overcome death,
but he states that even great thinkers failed to do so:
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Plato thought nature but a spume that plays
Upon a ghostly paradigm of things;
Solider Avristotle played the taws

Upon the bottom of a king of kings;
World-famous golden-thighed Pythagoras
Fingered upon a fiddle-stick or strings
What a star sang and careless Muses heard:

Old clothes upon old sticks to scare a bird™*.

"Plato, Aristotle, and Pythagoras”, Holdeman comments,
"reacted to the body’s limitations by positing transcendent
ideals or trying to master the solid world or listening for the
music of the spheres. They ended as scarecrows all the
same"®. The poem questions the effort of these thinkers and

the way they dealt with the notion of death.

The final stanza of the poem answers the poet's inquiry as
he seems to finally accept death as part of life. The poet uses
the image of dance and dancer to show that life is inseparable
from death since the dancer cannot be separated from the

dance:
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Labour is blossoming or dancing where

The body is not bruised to pleasure soul,

Nor beauty born out of its own despair,

Nor blear-eyed wisdom out of midnight oil.

O chestnut tree, great rooted blossomer,

Are you the leaf, the blossom or the bole?

O body swayed to music, O brightening glance,

How can we know the dancer from the dance?®®

According to the poem, Plato, Aristotle and Pythagoras failed
to provide a substantial treatment of the theme of death
because they dealt with it from an abstract perspective,
separating it from life. It is interesting to notice how the poet,
like Lawrence, uses the verb "bruise”, however, the body here
IS not bruised to "pleasure the soul"” as the poet here
concentrates on life rather than death. During lifetime, the
body and the soul labour together regardless of the moment

when the soul oozes out of the body.

In fact, the ending of the poem evokes many critical views.
While some critics do not see that the poem provides any
tangible solution, some other critics provide a more positive
reading of the conclusion of the poem. "Such ambivalence",
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Quinn suggests, "is everywhere in the book, and resolved
nowhere. The achievement of The Tower is that it lets such

37 Grene also

contrary forces flow through its structures
argues that the poem ends with "its famous double image of an
integrated unity of being, dancer and chestnut tree. But the
troubled meditation of the poem as a whole must call in
question whether such integration is achievable in this life and

this world"%®

. On the other hand, Helen Vendler argues that the
poem has finally come to terms with death: " The fully human
portrait of the dancer inventing a dance to the music of time
reconceives life as a fluid motion, a voluntary cooperation
with, and interpretation of, one’s fated location in historical
time and space"*. Like Vendler, Stan Smith comments on the
concluding stanza, pointing out that the poet now look at death
from a different perspective. Also, Smith refers to the error,

committed by previous thinkers:

As the last rhetorical question insists, there is no way of
separating the

dancer from the dance. The form (Smith's italics) of the
dance can only

be seen when a particular person dances it. Similarly, the

woman is
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only a dancer while she is dancing. Her image becomes
that

embodied, energetic truth which cannot be refuted, while
the static

scarecrows of philosophy never actually find that which
they look

for. Even Pythagoras, who seems to know so much about
music, only

knows it as an abstract pattern, while the stars can sing
with an

unselfconscious felicity denied him.*

The sixty-year-old poet never finds a way to conquer death. In
this, he is similar to the previous thinkers he criticises.
However, the poet is different in his escape from their abstract
forms towards a much realistic view of life. As much as he is
agonised by his age and his inevitable death, Yeats admits now

that he cannot separate life from death.

In light of the above discussion, the theme of death strongly
appears in modern poetry albeit from different perspectives.
Still, it could be said that the unifying thread among these
different perspectives is this situation of uncertainty about
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death. The modern age by definition was an age of
uncertainties and an ever-changing atmosphere which
encompassed all aspects of life. The theme of death has lured
poets, writers as well as philosophers throughout ages even
before the modern era. What is peculiar regarding the theme of
death in the modern times is that it chimes with the vagueness
of life itself. Poets, who belong to the previous eras, found
certain answers regarding death either through religious beliefs
or the social agreement that marked the lives of individuals,
including poets. On the contrary, in the modern age,
somebody's order and certainty is somebody else's chaos and
confusion with no final authority to settle the dispute. This is
why there is no consensus regarding the theme of death in

modern poetry.

In "The Ship of Death", Lawrence, through pondering
upon the mystery of death, seems to believe that death is the
harbinger of a new beginning. The poem does not give
specifications regarding this new beginning whether it is a
religious understanding of the afterlife, or a metaphorical
beginning taking place during life itself, which moves the
whole concept of death to another metaphorical level. In either
case, Lawrence seems to welcome death unlike Auden who
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deals with Yeats' death not as a new beginning, but as the end
of a great poet. However, when it comes to the concept of
transcendence, Auden comes close to Lawrence showing that
death might not be the end altogether. Life goes on regardless
of the death of anybody, most importantly, death cannot
diminish poetry. It is true that poetry cannot change anything,
but it can stand the test of time hence achieving a sort of
literary eternity. When it comes to Yeats himself, he, unlike
Lawrence and Auden, struggles with the idea of death, finding
it difficult to accept mortality or being able to see any
continuity after death. Towards the end, Yeats comes to terms
with death as part of life. Thus, he differs from Lawrence and
Auden who deal with what is beyond or after death. Yeats
focuses on the mundane life and how he finally copes with his
own mortality. A word must be said that despite the
differences among the three poets regarding their responses
towards death, they do share an interest in decoding life's most
enigmatic mysteries. It seems that they attempt to suggest that
how one sees death is part of how he or she apprehends life.
They convey the perplexities of people in the modern age who
constantly try to overcome any sense of confusion and

apprehend the meaning of their existence.
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