Cural) dzalas dlaa

Al sladl 5 Y ALULL

23 2. 45 Al
- 2023 . a 1445




qubdl) hald) Lo | g 3y
Gl daalay Gy
Uaall g Jgipesall pal)

sadl) A Gy s dgana .3 L
sadl) Gy sdlaa aulg .2 g

Condl el e Ci€a 8500




letle 8 e U (Sarg clual) dualel) Crgad) i ) Alaal) Cargs
F S Olsially JLaty)
Gl daala Adaa el

(77) Q. ga- Ayl 2y . ) daala . yaan . 4w

++ 963 31 2138071 : Lusld [ cisla .
www.albaath-univ.edu.sy : <uiyiiy) adga.
magazine@ albaath-univ.edu.sy : (gAY &l .

ISSN: 1022-467X



sdggllaal) 354
CD [/ word + (Aaslal) [ K [ Galll aul fsn Canill (0 ddy54aa2 @
Alaall Jas b s Buie Caaill (1
alee Bl ol + ale iny il
e il il Gald) G813 o
Al gy Capliall HgSall o QS+ fiale [ oSl s G183l o
Alad) b Ll e
5 Ai gae Gald) S 1Y e
saldic) o Z8lpalls and 8 5l aadl Slasl gl Gulaall OE 3]
Al G
sl daala g (e Loy Al puiae ol oS 1Y) o
lee Gy o5 Apyal) Aglly s 4 Calis A€ Balee (e QS jlian) Cang
Ayl s
p 4l Agll B lpdae Galdl IS 1Y) e
oy e adly abea iy Lay ¢ Gl eha) ley 5 OlSe 4 2aay QS 3]
e
Loy Auaniglly bl aghall) el Laailly AY) gadl) o Ead) i oy -
:(Asalaily
(omadldl 4lgs 8 Aalite Gl ) (5 5 e padle. . Gl Olsie
Ledia -1
Gl o -2
Gl @by alse -3
\gatdliay il —4
. Glhaglly alhbnyl -5



- L) —alaiy) — Y ) cblst Aty Y sadl) o Gl i Aty -
P(Alay) astal) apang dfaagal) Al — dalydd) — (5 ghal)
(omadlall Al Aalise LK) 3 5 pe gadle.. Gl Glie -

Aadie L]

RVERREN LN FLIA 1 )
a5 canll Galaal L3
g g Gl luad 4
e ailiy s g Gl Glallaias W5
ASLl cluhall 5 gyl Sy .6
el 5 Cndl mgia 7

Jelaily 2280l 5 Gl e .8
SCaal) il 9

aag o) Eaaall Gl i 10
abally soladl il 11

t sneSl e Gl Aelb oW A5V laley) slie) iy -7

.B5 25%x17.5 Gysll Luld

o 2.5 Sl 2.5 Cpa — 2.54 Jid —2.54 i rdaiall Gl o

1.8 daiall Jui [ 1.6 dssall () -~

20 _ské Monotype Koufi. olgiall tanlids haall ¢ 8 —&
Simplified Arabic due &l (ysliall . ale 13 L Simplified Arabic aill 4,U<.
oape 13 s

]2 o ¥ Sl 8 A padl Jolanlls el (el 5% o slele i 2

52 Ys g Sindl ld L) e Dol 2y W iy Gndl el e Ja 3 -8
dala ) sl
i AT e T b opi pae o hein Jay Alad) b il ey f s 9
(Al Alaa gl 8oy pre ag Canll Anals Alaa B il Gl Jod Jla

sl A pan Al Glepagall 3ol e b3 L gsine Go doie e SW —10



plasind Jumiyy dadiall ady 25 [1] 1 U I3 e (aill Gaca gab) i< —11
ol oy (A a8 sl Com WORD )55 aldas o8 4 Jseenall (35 5SY) (laagill
el Al 8 )
t AN 3y (Anilag ) Cajal) 45y A5l aalal) asas QiSS
Tlial aagall s 3. ]

Liajins Lgaiiy . il di. Alald 4aii 2V e J5¥) Cipall . 5508l CapaV L 35S0

Al ) dashall. Aliald lgagty Hlull Hla. Alad 42y bad il gy QUSH Olsie ()
A Lgaiiiy QUSI) Cilaiin 23e . Alald Lgagiiy ) ol (4G,
relld e Je L Ly

-MAVRODEANUS, R1986— Flame Spectroscopy. Willy, New York,

373p.
ialy) ARUY Ao (B Dpdida Uiay gaall S 13 . o

Aal gy Alaall ol (Alald 4y Gl Glsie Galiay il Ay a1y A0Sl ey
daldll cladiall A Alals laxyy (Al UK ) daally alad) . Alald 4ags Jad
Alaal) e il

selly e Jbia

BUSSE,E 1980 Organic Brain Diseases Clinical Psychiatry News |,
Vol. 4. 20 - 60

3 Aay) GBI ) Adyeat canad Aoad) ARl Dy sdie cuad) of asall S 1) g
P

(In Arabic galall ) 4yl gaball dlgd B i (o g ) sl




Cin) Gaaly Ao (b 5 oy

Ging IS 0 Aypsm bl il smal e d (40000) i payy gds 1
) Analy Uaa (B o)kl ayy Galy I8

Gy JS 08 Ay gm Bl il Ada (aJ (100000) s ausy pba .2
- Ay Lualdl) daalall (e cpfialll

A e Ofalll hid < pal ¥ga Uik (200) i ay ads .3
REPSY YN S g

A ABiga ans) Ay gen 808 YT A (. J (6000) flsa gy .4
LOdiald) 4818 e il



Eagl) anad

sl cp) s il gl Gl ciilan
dlLal)

Caal) (anaall @M‘ il &)
Aall) ad B day) ) Add) QU s
oushb daala A 4 ISy

e Jush e
Ao a2
aladl) ‘JAJG -

o Lilaia Lalaa Lgiun gy 4 ) oY) Lag
éJb'Aﬂ\@J\.ﬂ\

140-121

A3 i el Gilin sl Snd

168-141

f) S B Ll il A3laa
eﬁ g—ﬁ JQL«:A“ (3».;3)339







10



4Ly a glall g i) Al G} daaly Alaa
and) e 3 Glaaddaaf a0 Ghghl) A& 2023 ale 23 2aad) 45 alaal)

yails 09 guilo 311 Jaaadill Silalloa
é-Io-" ¢ Lz d—ll
Chstall daaa AlA L) cludal) it
o) Aaraly — Ll astally o) A0S — Ayyal) A3l acdd

) Jlad + laad o daal o gisal) Y i)

uadladl)
Ll el o) 2l 8 Slasll dSil) alillea Anhy Jsa Siad) 50y
da ¥ S s ol Sl G A PLa (e Sl e dy,
D18 g cgelal) Gl o sy 6 5281 O (e Sl
Sl o A Sl Al e oy e ad 2y D8 St 3La3l) JS il
LSSl

-lllea

11



Alal) sl o) i a3l SSill cilllan

Abstract:

The Aesthetics of time Implication in the poetry of Ibn
Sanaa AL-Mulk.

The research examines the aesthetics of time implications in
the poetry of Ibn Sanaa AL-Mulk and it proves that the use
of time implications is as important as the use of any other
figure of speech when it comes to forming and expressing
the aesthetics of the written poems.

Though time implication can be seen as something
insignificant, yet it has a great affinity with place adverbials.

Keywords: Ibn Sanaa AL-Mulk, time, place,time
implications.
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Comprehension of Lexical presupposition
by fourth-year students of English at

Tartous University

Student’s Name: Danial Mahfood

Supervisor’s Name: Dr. Talal Alkhalil

Abstract:

Presupposition is the background belief that is known by both the
speaker and the addressee. It is tied to particular words and aspects
of the surface structure that act as linguistic triggers. The present
study aims at investigating whether fourth-year students of English
at Tartous University are able to recognize English Lexical
presuppositions through the meaning of linguistic triggers. To
fulfill the basic requirements of the study, a test was conducted.
The results showed pointed out where students had problems
understanding lexical presuppositions, the reasons behind those
problems, and the importance of linguistic triggers as tools in

recognizing presuppositions.

Keywords:  presupposition,  shared  knowledge, lexical

presupposition, linguistic triggers
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1 Introduction

When we discuss reference in the field of pragmatics, we have
recourse to the notion of mutual knowledge. That is the
knowledge a speaker and a listener hold in common. Because
this mutual knowledge is known by both the speaker and
listener, it will not be stated. The term presupposition is used
to describe the kind of information that is communicated but

not said.

2 Purpose of the study

The purpose of this paper is to study the ability of fourth-year
students of English at Tartous University to comprehend
lexical presuppositions. It is expected that not a small number
of students have problems interpreting lexical presuppositions
correctly. So, this study aims to analyze the problems they

encounter in understanding them.

3 Significance of the study

This study is significant because being able to interpret
presuppositions correctly is essential for the success of
communication. Presuppositions are also important for making
judgments about the capacities and needs of interlocutors in
different social situations. This study is also important in the

sense that it brings to the fore a clear picture of the problems
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encountered by students of English in interpreting lexical
presupposition. Presuppositions can be used not only to
understand and manage the meanings behind English
sentences but also to communicate more effectively and to
understand the English language and the English culture in a

better way.

4 Presupposition

4.1 Definition

As a language property, presupposition is one of the most
important concepts that occupies a prominent discussion
related to pragmatics and semantics. Some scholars refer to
presupposition as an assumption. Yule (1996, p. 132) labels
“what a speaker assumes is true or is known by the hearer” as
a presupposition. Another opinion that agrees with Yule would
be that of Saeed's (2009, p. 102) who argues that “to

presuppose something means to assume it.”

Other scholars refer to presupposition as something that is
taken for granted. In this context, Portner (2006, p. 158) argues
that presupposition is “something that the speaker takes for
granted.” Dekker (2012, p. 42) defines presupposition as “a
proposition that is or has to be taken for granted, or’

supposed’, before ( pre’) a certain statement or other linguistic
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act can be made sense of.” Speakers continuously produce
their linguistic messages based on assumptions about what
their listener is aware of. Khaleel (2010) suggests that what a
speaker assumes is true or is known by the hearer can be

described as a presupposition.

4.2 ldentifying a presupposition

Presupposition plays an important role in the production and
comprehension of speech acts, as the following example

illustrates.

1- a) Mary’s car is red
b) Mary has a car

The first sentence presupposes the information in the second,
and this is apparent in the fact that if the first sentence is

negated, the truth of the second remains unchanged:

2- a) Mary’s car is not red
b) Mary has a car

Even after negation, presupposed information does not change,
and that is what we call constancy under negation. This
property of presupposition distinguishes it from other kinds of
inference. Constancy under negation, as Huang (2014, p. 89)

explains, means that “a presupposition generated by the use of
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a lexical item or a syntactic structure remains the same when
the sentence containing that lexical item or syntactic structure

is negated.”

Presuppositions can be identified by other kinds of tests and
not solely by negation. It can be said that presuppositions
survive or project out of negation, but they also survive/project
out of questions, conditionals, and certain modal verbs. So if
we take the previous example and apply other tests rather than

negation, presupposed information would still hold.
e.g. a) Is Mary’s car red?
b) Mary has a car.
e.g. a) If Mary’s car is red, then she is glad.
b) Mary has a car.
e.g. a) Maybe Mary’s car is red.
b) Mary has a car.

These tests are important because not only they separate
presupposed information from assertions, but also they help in
identifying lexical items and syntactic structures that prove to

be presupposition triggers.
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4.3 Presupposition Triggers

Presuppositions seem to be tied to particular words or aspects
of surface structure in general. Such presupposition-generating
linguistic items are called presupposition triggers.
Presupposition Triggers are lexical items or syntactic
constructions that signal the existence of a presupposition in
an utterance. Levinson (1983, pp. 181-5) lists the following
selection of presupposition triggers which he quotes from
Karttunen (n.d.) (the examples provide positive and negative
versions separated by (/), the symbol ((>>) stands for

presupposes):
-Definite descriptions

In John saw/didn't see the man with two heads, the definite
descriptionthe man with two heads triggers the
presupposition "There exists a man with two heads." (The
unbelievability of the presupposition is what makes the

positive utterance unbelievable and the negative one odd.)
-Factive verbs

In John realized/didn't realize that he was in
debt, both realize and didn't realize that trigger the

presupposition "John was in debt."
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-Other factives are:

(it) be odd that, be sorry/proud/indifferent/glad/sad that,

know that, regret that.
-Implicative verbs

In John managed/didn't manage to open the
door, both managed/didn't manage to trigger the
presupposition "tried to," as in "John tried to open the

door.”
-Other implicative verbs are

avoided (X-ing), which presupposes "was
expected to"

forgot to, which presupposes "ought to have

happened to, which presupposes "didn’t

plan/intend to,"
intended to.
-Change of state verbs

In Kissinger continued/didn’t continue to rule the world,
both continued/ didn't continue to trigger the
presupposition "had been," as in "Kissinger had been

ruling the world."
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-Other change of state verbs are

Arrive-begin-come-enter-go-leave-stop, and-take (X from

Y), which presupposes "X was at/in/with Y."
-Expressions of repetition (Iteratives)

In Carter returned/didn’t return to
power, both returned/didn 't return trigger the

presupposition "Carter held power before."

-Other such expressions are again, another time, anymore,

come back, repeat, restore.

-Verbs of judging: Some verbs of judgment such as accuse,
blame, criticize, praise and scold involve presuppositions. For

example:
Agatha accused/ didn't accuse lan of plagiarism.
>> (Agatha thinks) plagiarism is bad.
-Expressions of temporal relations (Temporal clauses)

o In while Chomsky was revolutionizing linguistics, the
rest of social science was/wasn 't asleep, the clause
introduced by while triggers the presupposition

"Chomsky was revolutionizing linguistics."”
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o Other such conjunctions triggering

presuppositions are:
After, as, before, during, since, whenever.
-Cleft sentences

oIn it was/wasn’t Henry that kissed Rosie, the cleft
structure triggers the presupposition "someone kissed

Rosie."

o The pseudocleft structure in what John lost was his
wallet triggers the presupposition "John lost

something."
-Stressed constituents

oln John did/didn’t compete in the OLYMPICS, the
stressed constituent triggers the presupposition "John did

compete somewhere."
-Returned actions

oIn Adolph called Marianne a Valkyrie, and she
complimented him back/in return, too, both back/in
return, too trigger the presupposition "to call Marianne a

Valkyrie is to compliment her."
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-Comparisons and contrast

The use of comparative constructions generates

presuppositions. For example:

o In Carol is/isn’t a better linguist than
Barbara, the comparison triggers the

presupposition "Barbara is a linguist."
-Non-restrictive relative clauses

Non-restrictive relative clauses provide additional
parenthetical information as in Hillary, who climbed Everest in
1953, was the greatest explorer of our day. >> Hillary climbed
Everest in 1953.

-Counterfactual conditions

oIn if the notice had only said ‘mine-field’ in English as
well as Welsh, we would/would never have lost poor
Llewellyn, the form of the condition triggers the

presupposition "The notice didn’t say mine-field in

English."
-Questions

o Questions presenting alternatives tend to trigger a

presupposition of the truth of one of the alternatives. The
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utterance is Newcastle in England or in Australia? triggers
the presupposition "Newcastle is either in England or in

Australia."

oQuestions containing interrogative  pro-forms tend to
trigger a corresponding presupposition containing an
indefinite pro-form. The utterance who is the professor of
linguistics at MIT? triggers the presupposition "someone is

the professor of linguistics at MIT."

4.4 History of Presupposition in Linguistics

The concept “presupposition” was raised by the German
logician Frege in 1892. According to Frege, presuppositions
are special conditions that must be met in order for a linguistic
expression to have a denotation. He maintained that
presuppositions constitute an unfortunate imperfection of
natural language, since in an ideal language every well-formed
string would denote something. For Frege, the meaning of a
sentence is a function of the meaning of its component parts
and the way in which these parts are combined. So in any
sentence, if there is a term that refers to non-existent object,
the whole sentence will lack truth value. Thus, if something is
presupposed that is not true, the whole sentence will have a

truth-value gap.
66



4Ly a glall g i) Al Gaayl) daala dlaa
Jalal) M s o2 siaa Jusla 2023 als 23 aaad) 45 alaal)

Russell (1905) held that Frege’s views were wrong. Russell
argued about how to account for the availability of meanings
for NPs which refer to non-existent objects. Russell postulated
that if the meaning of an expression is the object it refers to
then an expression such as the King of France should be
meaningless if France has no King, and that since the King of
France is comprehensible although France has no king, then
the meaning of a definite description cannot be its reference.
He noticed that we need to change the way in which we treat
definite descriptions. He developed his famous theory of
definite descriptions where he reanalyzed names as
descriptions which were not analyzed as referring expressions
but instead as quantified expressions. Russell, unlike Frege,
did not isolate presupposed information from asserted

information.

Strawson believed that Russell conflates sentences and uses of
sentences i.e. he treats sentences as utterances or statements. A
sentence without a context does not have a proposition (the
content of an assertion that may be taken as true or false) while
the utterance that is formed from the sentence-context pair
expresses proposition and that proposition is either true or

false in the given context. So for example, if the sentence ‘the
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king of France is bald’ was said in 1670 when France did have
a king, such utterance would have expressed a proposition at
that time. That proposition can be true if and only if it
correlates with the world at that time. But if the same sentence
Is uttered now, the proposition that the utterance expresses
cannot be true or false so we cannot talk about its truth-

conditions.

Frege, Russell and Strawson were all dealing with the problem
of non-denoting terms in sentences which led to
presupposition failure, but since 1969 most scholars

concentrated on the projection problem.

4.5 Pragmatic Notions of Presupposition

One of the pioneer advocates of pragmatic presupposition was
not a linguist, but a philosopher, Stalnaker, who introduced the
term 'pragmatic presupposition' in an article (Stalnaker, 1974)
where he established that in order to interpret an utterance
correctly, with respect to its truth and falsity, a context is
needed. Stalnaker suggested that Strawson’s semantic
definition of a presupposition was incorrect and that a
pragmatic definition was needed. He introduced the notion of a
common ground—a body of knowledge mutually shared by

the speaker and addressees. Then he defined presuppositions
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not in terms of truth-conditions but in terms whether they were
part of this common knowledge. An utterance is judged
felicitous (appropriate) in a given context if and only if its
presuppositions are in the common ground; otherwise the

utterance is infelicitous in that context.

Stalnaker claims that pragmatic presuppositions include the
preconditions for linguistic interaction (for example, the
mutual public knowledge that we are speaking the same
language), the norms of turn-taking in dialogue, and the
participants knowledge of the plans and goals of the
conversation. Instances of Pragmatic presuppositions do not
depend mainly on specific words or syntactic constructions,
but rather seem to arise from properties of the context and

participants.

Caffi (1993, cited in Mey, 1993, p. 203) argues that
“pragmatic presuppositions not only concern knowledge,
whether true or false; they concern expectations, desires,
interests, claims, attitudes towards the world, fears, etc” which
are supposed to be shared between the addresser and
addressee. Thus, for the success of any communication there

must exist shared knowledge, and the ability to make
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judgments about the capacities, and needs of interlocutors in
different social situations. Therefore, the success of a
presupposition depends on the addressor's assumptions, shared
knowledge between interlocutors and their knowledge of the

world.

Yule (1996) defines presupposition as “something the speaker
assumes to be the case prior to making an utterance. Speakers,
not sentences, have presuppositions”. Yule refers to the
following types of presupposition as potential presuppositions
which can only become actual presuppositions in contexts with

speakers.

4.6 Types of Presupposition

Existential presupposition: This is the assumption that is
assumed to be present in any noun phrase. By using existential
presupposition, the speaker is assumed to be committed to the

existence of the entities named.

e.g. ‘your car’ (>> you have a car)
‘the King of Sweden’ (>> there 1s a King in
Sweden)
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Factive presupposition: This is the presupposition in which

the presupposed information following verbs like ‘know,

realize, regret’ can be treated as a fact. We can add to these

verbs, phrases involving ‘be’ with ‘aware’, ‘odd’, and ‘glad’.
e.g. ‘she did not realize he was ill’ (>> he was ill)

‘I am glad it’s over’ (>> it’s over)

Lexical presupposition: In this type, the use of one form with
its asserted meaning is conventionally interpreted with the

presupposition that another (non-asserted) meaning is

understood.
e.g. ‘He stopped smoking.’ (>> He used to
smoke)
“You're late again.’ (>> You were late
before)

Structural presupposition: Here, certain sentence structures

have been analyzed as conventionally and regularly

presupposing that part of the structure is already assumed to be

true. For example, the wh-question construction in English is

conventionally interpreted with the presupposition that the

information after the wh-form is already known to be the case.
e.g. When did he leave? (>>He left)
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Non-factive presupposition: This is one that is assumed not to
be true. Verbs like 'dream’, 'imagine’, and 'pretend’ are used
with the presupposition that what follows is not true.

e.g. | dreamed that | was rich. (>> | was not rich)

Counter-factual presupposition: Here, what is presupposed is
not only not true, but is the opposite of what is true, or
‘contrary to facts'.

e.g. If you were my friend, you would have helped me.

(>>You are not my friend)

5 Methodology

The aim of the present research is to study comprehension of
lexical presuppositions by fourth-year students of English at
Tartous University. To achieve this purpose, a sample of 50
fourth-year students of English were recruited to take part in
this research. The reason | chose fourth year student is that
their pragmatic competence should be better than other
English students. The study was conducted at Tartous
University because my current residence is in Tartous city, so
it is much easier to recruit a sample for the study and to
communicate with the participants there. As for deciding on
the sample size, | believe that larger samples provide more

statistical certainty. Fifty students from all fourth-year students
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at Tartous is relatively a large sample that accounts for a

variety of possibilities.

The participants were given a questionnaire including
sentences that had lexical presuppositions. The questions in the
questionnaire were closed-questions, i.e. multiple choice
answers were offered to the participants to choose from. Each
of the options denoted a particular presupposition attached to
the original sentence, and students had to select the
presupposition they believed to be the right one. Using a
questionnaire offers many advantages for the researcher,
Questionnaires can save time in a number of ways, it is a very
useful way to achieve anonymity, and all participants are

presented with the same questions.

Prior to distributing the questionnaire to the participants of the
study, a pilot study was conducted. This is a small-scale study
conducted to test the validity, among other things, of the
questionnaire. The questionnaire was given to four
participants, who were not in the research sample, to answer.
The feedback received from them was crucial as it showed
where the questions and options in the questionnaire were not

clear, and the questionnaire was amended accordingly.
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6 Data Analysis and Findings

Several examples of lexical presupposition included in the
questionnaire are identified and the results are categorized in a
way to point out where the participants have problems

understanding lexical presupposition.

ltem 1:

Would you mind cleaning the floor this time?

a) | do not have time to clean the floor.

b) The floor needed to be cleaned before.

c) Someone didn’t clean the floor the last time it needed to
be cleaned.

d) The speaker doesn’t live alone.

Levinson (1983) illustrates that one type of lexical
presupposition is ‘iterative’ or ‘categorical’ presupposition.
Iterative presupposition is associated with certain words, such
as, another, again, anymore; returned; another time; to come
back, restore, repeal, etc. and the trigger in this question
belongs to Iteratives.

40 students or 80% of the participants did not chose the correct
answer for this question. Out of those participants, 25% chose
“A”, 60% chose “C”, and 15% chose “D”. option “C” is an
implicature in which the speaker is trying to convey a message
to the addressee indirectly that he (the addressee) did not do
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the cleaning the last time and that he is supposed to do it this
time.

We notice that the highest percentage of the participants chose
option “C” because the expression ‘this time’ serves the
interpretation of the implicature and at the same time it is
considered as a presupposition trigger. ‘this time’ is an
expression of repetition just like ‘again’. Levinson (1983)
classified presupposition triggers into several categories, and
among these he mentioned Iteratives which include
expressions like ‘again’, anymore’, another time’, ’for the nth
time’ and verbs like ‘come back’, ‘repeat’ and ‘return’.

The participants who chose option “A”, which is an
implicature, were thinking of the reason of the speaker’s
request, so they were also behind the implied meaning or the

speaker’s message and the presupposed meaning.

20% of the participants chose the correct answer “B”. those
students were able to recognize that “this time” is an
expression of repetition, as already mentioned, that gives
information about the previous existence of a particular thing
or the previous action of the speaker, and triggers the

presupposition ‘the floor needed to be cleaned before’.
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Option “D” is also an implicature because if the speaker and
the addressee are doing the cleaning and other chores, that

means they are sharing their residence.

Item 2:

Sue cried before she finished her thesis.

a) Sue finished her thesis.

b)  Sue is a sensitive person.

C) Sue has a doctorate degree now.

d)  Her thesis was very hard.

Temporal clause refers to the use of conjunctions in the
presupposed utterance, such as after, before, since, during,
while, whenever, as, etc. The situation described in a clause
that starts with the temporal clause constructor is usually
considered as backgrounded information.

In this question, 36 students or 72% of the participants did not
choose the correct answer. Out of those students, 56% chose
option “D”, and 44% chose option “B%.

The most obvious implicature of the given sentence is option
“D”. the only reason one could think of that made Sue cry
before finishing her thesis is that she was under huge pressure,
and she could not handle it. This gives us an idea about the
difficulty of her thesis, and we can say that this is the message

the speaker wants to imply. Another potential implied meaning
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of the sentence is option “B”, in which the speaker is trying to
convey something about Sue’s personality. He is implying that
Sue is not strong but rather a sensitive person, and that is the
reason for crying.

As we can see in the results above, 72% of the participants
chose either these options (“D” and “B”), and both options are
implicatures of the given sentence. This means that students
can not differentiate between implied meaning and
presupposed meaning.

“C” 1s not a reference of the sentence at all. We know that Sue
finished her thesis, but we don’t know whether she graduated
or not, maybe she hasn’t done the thesis discussion yet, we
also don’t know if she is studying Master or PhD.

28% of the sample chose Option “A” which is the correct
answer. Those students knew that “before” is an expression of
temporal relation and a presupposition trigger which gives the
link between two situational utterances. So they chose ‘Sue
finished her thesis’, a presupposition triggered by the temporal

conjunction ’before’.

Item 3:

John didn’t manage to pass his exams.

a) John tried to pass his exams.
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b) John didn’t have enough time to study.

¢) John is a lazy person.

d) John is going to repeat his exams next year.
Implicit verbs are another fascinating category of verbs that
includes words like "mange". These verbs carry the
presupposition that some necessary and sufficient condition
existed, and that this condition alone determines whether the
event stated in the complement actually occurred.
In this question, 28 students or 56% of the study sample did
not choose the correct answer. Out of those participants who
didn’t choose the correct answer, 35% chose “B”, 50% chose
“C” and 15% chose “D”.
Option “C” is an implicature of the given sentence. This
implicature means that the reason John didn’t manage to pass
his exams is that he didn’t study as required, so we can say
that the implied meaning of the sentence is that John is lazy.
We notice that a high percentage of the participants chose
option “C”, which means that those students were attracted to
the implied meaning while they were supposed to look for the
presupposed one.
44% of the participants chose the correct answer (option “A”).
those students could understand that the implicative verb
‘manage’ in the given sentence (John didn’t manage to pass
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his exams) has an asserted meaning that is ‘John didn’t
succeed’, and another non-asserted meaning (the
presupposition) that is John tried to pass his exams. Yule
(1996) explains this case and he says:

"Generally speaking, in lexical presupposition, the use
of one form with its asserted meaning is
conventionally interpreted with the presupposition that
another (non-asserted) meaning is understood. Each
time you say that someone 'managed' to do something,
the asserted meaning is that the person succeeded in
some way. When you say that someone 'didn't
manage’, the asserted meaning is that the person did
not succeed. In both cases, however, there is a
presupposition (non-asserted) that the person ‘tried' to
do that something.”

So, we can understand that the asserted meaning in ‘didn’t
manage’ is ‘didn’t succeed’ and the non-asserted meaning (the

presupposition) is that John tried.

Item 4:
Mike stopped smoking.
a) Mike used to smoke.
b) Mike has a strong will.
c) Mike stopped because he was ill.

d) Mike used nicotine patches to stop smoking.
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Saeed (1997, p.99) indicates that Change of state verbs are a
kind of switch presupposition that the new state is both
described and is presupposed not to have held prior to the
change. These verbs include: start, stop, begin, continue,
finish, take, leave, enter, come, go, arrive, etc. The trigger in
this question belongs to this category.

25 students or 50% of the sample did not choose the correct
answer. Out of those students, 80% chose option “B” and 20%
chose option “C”. Option “B” is an implicature because as we
all know that quitting smoking is a process that requires
commitment and a strong will, and since Mike stopped
smoking that means he has a strong will. Students who chose
“B” failed again to differentiate between implicature and
presupposition.

In this question we notice the verb ‘stop’, which is a change of
state verb that indicates a change or switch from one thing or
condition to another. Students who chose the correct answer in
this question (“A”) knew that ‘Mike used to smoke’ is a
presupposition triggered by the verb “stop”. Just like question
17, the use of one form with its asserted meaning (stop, or no
longer a smoking person) is interpreted with the
presupposition that another non-asserted meaning s
understood (that Mike used to smoke).
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Change of state verbs which are also called ‘aspectual verbs’ is

another trigger of lexical presupposition (in this case the verb
‘stop’). Saeed (1997, p. 99) states that these verbs have a kind
of switch presupposition that the new state is both described
and is presupposed not to have held prior to the change.

Options “C” and ”D” are not inferences of the given sentence

because we don’t know the reason of quitting or the method

used by Mike.
lexical Question Question | Question Question
number 1 number 2 | number 3 number 4
Number of errors 40 36 28 25
percentage 80 % 72 % 56 % 50%

The percentage of errors in lexical presupposition is 64.5 %
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On the basis of the students™ answers, it is found there are

o

differences between the linguistic triggers that are used to
signal the lexical presuppositions in the degree of difficulty,
some of them are difficult like the trigger (this time) in the first
question which belongs to Iteratives.

Some are medium like the trigger (before) in the second
question which belongs to temporal clauses, and others are
easy like the trigger (stop) in the fourth question which
belongs to change of state verbs.

One aspect of pragmatic competence in a second language is
the ability to draw correct inferences. Much of the information
conveyed by a text, or even a single sentence, is not conveyed

directly as the literal meaning of that text or sentence, but is

82



4Ly a glall g i) Al Gaayl) daala dlaa
Jalal) M s o2 siaa Jusla 2023 als 23 aaad) 45 alaal)

rather conveyed only indirectly, as inferences which are to be
drawn from the text or sentence. The process of
comprehending a text or sentence, then, is at least partially the
process of drawing correct inferences. If second language
learners are to be said to have comprehended a text or
sentence, they must also have drawn the correct inferences
from it. This study, which included fourth year students of
English, investigated the drawing of presupposition, which is
one type of inference in ESL, from English sentences
containing presupposition triggers. Results of the study, show
that fourth year students are in the process of acquiring this
aspect of pragmatic ability in English. Specific results reveal
better comprehension of implied meaning over presupposed
meaning. These results are explained in terms of previous
research on the distinction between given and new

information.

7 Conclusion

It can be concluded that most fourth-year students of English
at Tartous University are not aware of lexical presupposition
or the lexical items used to trigger it. The results reveal that
most of the students did not succeed to derive the suitable

pragmatic interpretations of presupposition. The main reason
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of this is that students were not able to differentiate between
implied meaning and presupposed meaning, so they have a
problem in drawing the correct pragmatic inference. While the
results may not be generalized to make any claims about the
problems that all students of English face, these results can
serve as a starting point towards a more comprehensive future

research of this issue.
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European Renaissance as a Milestone in
Civilized History
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-Abstract-

The process of events during European Renaissance, with its
interaction and overlap of influence, had been a milestone not only
in the history of European civilization but also in the civilized
history of the world. That age was worth research and analysis due
to its significance in the following: the impact on the history of
civilized world, its role in understanding what has been established
in the Renaissance period, and the great civilized achievements that
had been reached which humanity still enjoys.

The Renaissance period associated with a set of changes which
happened in the late Middle Ages. The achievements of this period
revealed a revolt on closed mentality and false values which
prevailed during Middle Ages against mentality that accommodated
ignorance and backwardness and crises replacing them with human
values through which creativity grows and individualism
overcomes collectivism. This makes it possible to benefit from
lessons and morals.

Keywords: Renaissance, milestone, civilization, change, revolt,
values, crisis, process.
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The emotional dimension of the images of
:Nahj al-Balaghah

ABSTRACAT
The images of Nahj al-Balaghah carry many dimensions that radiate
in different directions. They contain quite a few meanings and
indications that express the thought of Imam Ali, peace be upon
him. They are distributed in two directions. A self-direction that
shows the thought of the imam, his philosophy, and his visions of
life, and a communicative trend that targets the recipient's thought
and behind his behavior and his interaction with the literary content
he receives. analyzed and studied, And between the two directions
Is a rich linguistic style that expresses in a literary manner the
eloquence of artistic images, and shows their uniqueness by drawing
their different literary and artistic dimensions, and reveals their

apparent and hidden features.

key words: Images, sentimentality, Nahj al-Balaghah, meanings,

semantics, subjective direction, recipient.
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The dialectic of antagonism and
antagonism in the poem (Fatah
:Ammourieh) by the poet Abi Tammam

ABSTRACAT

In his poetry in general, and in his poem (Fatah Omariya) in
particular, Abu Tammam relied on all these innovative
elements, and he dressed them in a beautiful suit of the
charming Budaiya’s suit. You are in front of a philosopher
who formulated his logic in a linguistic mirror, and this is not
surprising. The era of Abu Tammam is an era of mixing
human cultures such as Greek, Persian and Indian with Arab
culture, and perhaps Abu Tammam'’s poetry represents the
fruit of this creative and creative cultural blending. In his
poem, the proportion and contrast are integrated in the drawing
of a poetic painting based on linguistic coloring and rhythmic
sound.

key words: Abu Tammam, proportionality, contrast, Ammoriyah,
rhetoric, and Budaiya..
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