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The Ideal Model in Umayyad
Contradictory Poetry between Aesthetic
Meanings and Cultural Patterns

* Adnan Mohammad Ahmad
* Azdasher Hitham Nassour

Abstract

The ideal model has been a need that poets have aspired to
throughout the history of poetry, to summarize their vision of the
the savior sample that constitutes the political and social guarantee
of a society. Poets used their media weapon to contribute
significantly to disseminating moral values and noble models that
determine the path of social awareness and the general cultural
mood. From this perspective, Umayyad contradictory poetry, with
its abundance and popularity, was a central media platform,
established to depict the noble model and the ideal in a society that
experienced conflicts and struggles. Cultural patterns declared the
ideal warlike political model, including aesthetic features of
chivalry, bravery, and strength, and the ideal social model,
including the aesthetics of generosity, preserving neighbors' rights,
loyalty to the covenant, and other chivalrous acts. However, these
patterns, in many cultural incidents and phrases, harbored doubts
about the ideal model depicted poetically, including poetic
exaggerations that implied hypocrisy, weakness, and acquisition in
inappropriate situations.

Keywords: Ideal Model, Contradictions, , Criticism, Aesthetics,

Patterns, Cultural.

Professor - Arabic Department-Faculty of Arts and Humanities-Tishreen University-
h Lattakia-Syria.

D.A.Student(Literary Studies)- Arabic Department-Faculty of Arts and Humanities-
University-Lattakia-Syria. " Tishreen
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The Political Function Of Poetry Among
The Poets Of Al The Parties In The
Umayyad Erainexam Ples From History
Book (Al-Tabari,Al Masudi , Ibn Al-
Athir ,and Ibn-Kathir)

Abstract
In This Research , Istudy The Political Func Tion Of The Portic
Verses Of The Party Ports In The Umayyad Era Inexamples From
History Books (Al-Tabri, Al Masoudi, Ibn Al —Ether, Ibn-Kathir), |
Start By Talking About The Political Poetry Of The Umayyads,
Including Praise For That Policy At One Time And Disparaging It
At Another, Then I Turn To Talk About The Poetry Of Al —
Zubayrids And Their Multiple Struggles With The Umayyads,
Then Show The Poetry Of Al-Kharitesand Their Vari Struggles A
Gainst Al-Umayyads, Highlighting The Features Of Their Poetry,
Explaining Its Charact Eristice, Then | Ended By Talking About
The Poetry Of The Shiites, And Their Struggles With Al-
Umayyads At The Time Of Muawiyah And Abd Al-Malik Ibn
Marwan, Highlighting The Impact Of Cohesion Bet Ween History
And Poetry And The Impact Of Historical Novelsand Events On
Understanding Poetry As Well As The Impact Of Technical
Construction In The From Ulation Of Verses, | Conclude With The
Most Importantresults And The Sources And References List.

Key Words: Politics, Al-Umayyads, Alkariijites, Al-Zubayrids,
Shiltes.
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The emotional dimension of the images
:0f Nahj al-Balaghah

Abstract

The images of Nahj al-Balaghah carry many dimensions that
radiate in different directions. They contain quite a few meanings
and indications that express the thought of Imam Ali, peace be
upon him. They are distributed in two directions. A self-direction
that shows the thought of the imam, his philosophy, and his visions
of life, and a communicative trend that targets the recipient's
thought and behind his behavior and his interaction with the literary
content he receives. analyzed and studied, And between the two
directions is a rich linguistic style that expresses in a literary
manner the eloquence of artistic images, and shows their
uniqueness by drawing their different literary and artistic

dimensions, and reveals their apparent and hidden features.

key words: Images, sentimentality, Nahj al-Balaghah, meanings,

semantics, subjective direction, recipient.
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Abstract

Learners of a given language, English in the case of this study, have
to be aware of the suitable terms and expressions used to address
others. Such terms include endearment terms e.g. babe, honey, dear,
etc. These terms are used to people we know well such as romantic
partners, children, and parents in some instances. However, when
these terms are used in an inappropriate situation to people we do
not know well, then they can be regarded offensive. In this study,
4"-year students of English at Al-Baath University are asked to
provide the endearment terms they use to the three categories
investigated: males, females, and old people. The data collected and
analysed in this research paper show that the participants use
endearment terms to all of the three categories, yet some responses
sound unfamiliar and odd.

Key words: endearment terms, romantic partner, children, parents,
males, females, old people.
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0. Introduction

It is not enough for someone to be competent in a given language in
order to be called fluent. Fluency is the ability to speak or write a
foreign language easily and accurately. In order for a speaker to be
fluent, they should be well-aware of the target language culture and
way of life. For example, idiomatic expressions are, to an extent,
specific to a particular language. This will require having
knowledge of the culture of that language. Thus, one must be aware
of the pragmatic and social meanings that alter the literal meaning
of an utterance. Examples of such literal utterances which might be
understood mistakenly are endearment terms (henceforth, ETSs).

In fact, we use ETs to refer to words or expressions used in
interactive dyadic and face-to-face situations by a speaker to address
or describe a person for which the speaker feels love or affection
(Nartey, 2018). ETs include dear, darling, baby and sweetheart,
among many others. Such terms, if used in a wrong way, might be
regarded offensive. As the way they are referred to suggests, ETs
should be used only with people that we know well such as spouses,
children, or family members. However, previous studies have
shown that ETs are not only used with close acquaintances but also
with total strangers. Additionally, such terms are used differently
cross-culturally; this is why a learner of a foreign language should

be competent in the target language culture as well.
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1. Significance of the study

The present study proves significant on different levels especially
the use of ETs to males, females, and old people. Sometimes people
may misunderstand one another when using ETs. Therefore, this
study contributes to the understanding of how and under what
circumstances these terms are used (i.e. pragmatic and social
contexts). This study is of great value as it attempts to show how
foreign learners of English, namely Syrian students in this case, will
use these terms outside their typical usage — apart from close people
or spouses. This study is going to show the types of ETs used to the

three categories of addressees: males, females, and old people.

2. Literature review

Afful (2007) takes into consideration the ways Ghanaian students
address one another using three forms: personal names, names
related to socio-cultural factors, and an innovated form of address
names. He mentions some other forms of address used by Ghanaian
students which include some of the famous ETs including darling,
honey, sweetheart, and sweetie. Some nicknames and terms of
solidarity can be considered ETs such as Otwe (deer), Mosquito, and
Buddy.

In a situation where an ET is used between two strangers nearly of
the same age with no romantic relationship, a third-year student,
who is a Hall President, addresses a younger female student as dear.

This might show that they are close friends or that he is showing her
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that he is ready to help. An interesting instance of address forms is
the use of names of well-known figures to address a person who is
proficient or expert in that figure's field of study or career. For
example, instead of addressing someone named John Smith by his
name, others may call him Plato because he is regarded as an expert
in philosophy.

Lorenzo-Dus and Bou-Franch (2003) attempt to discuss the
difference between males and females when performing the speech
act of requesting. The study focuses on Spanish and British
differences in making requests. Among many other forms of
address, ETs are used as attention getters or alerters. The data
collected, from various situations, show that Spanish females use
ETs more than males do when they want to make a request.
However, in the British data, males tend to use more ETs than
females do such as mate, beautiful, sweetie and babes. This use of
ETs by males to females is shown as patronising. This power-
asserting is not accounted for in some situations (e.g. a pub) where
the atmosphere is relaxed and the interlocutors are well-known to
one another. The use of ETs in such situations is considered a
mitigating device to lower the imposition the request may cause to
the hearer's negative face. Females in a situation where a request is
about to be made tend to preserve distance and be polite through the
use of the word please, unlike males who use ETs where politeness

Is indexed linguistically within the terms used.
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Brown and Levinson (1978) introduce the notion of face and
politeness. They argue that a person has two faces: negative face
and positive face. According to Brown and Levinson (1978), a
person's negative face shows the desire to be “independent and free
of imposition” while a person's positive face shows the desire to be
connected, appreciated, and liked by others. Speakers usually expect
each other to be 'heedful’ of each other's face wants. Therefore, each
speaker expects that his/her face wants be satisfied. Thus, negative
face is actually "the want of every ‘competent adult member' that his
actions be unimpeded by others. Positive face is the want of every
member that his wants be desirable to at least some others" as
argued by Brown and Levinson (1978). Therefore, negative
politeness means formal politeness while positive face is the need to
be admired, and to have a sense of solidarity with others.

Closely related to the idea of face are the concepts of face
threatening acts (henceforth, FTAs) and face saving acts
(henceforth, FSAs). Some speech acts such as order, request,
suggestions, and warnings can threaten the addressee's negative face
if said plainly. Here comes the use of ETs where they serve as
mitigating devices to save the face of the addressee (Brown and
Levinson (1978). Of course, people who want their negative face to
be taken into consideration would not accept the use of ETs because
they may feel imposed on.

On the other hand, people who have positive face wants need to be

connected and treated as one with others. So, the use of ETs can
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satisfy these wants where they work as a signal that the speaker is
well-aware of the addressee's positive face wants. Some addressees
of a higher status such as bosses, teachers, and principals have
negative face wants. Thus, they want their face wants to be

respected, hence the avoidance of using ETs.

Brown & Draper (2002) claim that some nurses tend to
accommodate their speech when talking to old people in health
facilities. Some common elements of this modification include
simplified vocabulary, high-pitched tone of voice, and slow speech.
Some other features are exaggerated stress and repetition.
Concerning address forms, nurses use first name, diminutive as well
as ETs. Such a language is usually used to children by adults.
However, in the case of old people, they are addressed apparently
by much younger speakers. This kind of speech would make older
people feel patronized and infantilized.

Giles et al. (1993) elicited the views of elderly people with regard to
over-accommodative speech. They were asked to read transcript of
a conversation between an older adult and a younger saleswoman
who used patronizing, over-accommodative speech and terms of
endearment. Their opinions and views were as follows:

* 58% believed that older adults in general were spoken to in this
way;

* 36% believed that it happened often;

*» 59% claimed that they had experienced such talk personally;
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* 13% claimed that for them, it happened often;

* 58% were made to feel patronized;

* 50% were made to feel irritated,;

* 17% were made to feel angry, and

* 15% were made to feel inferior.

Caporael et al. (1983) asked 39 nurses to rate the recordings to
indicate their views of the kind of speech used. Although over-
accommodative speech was disliked by the elderly, the nurses found
that such a speech is nurturing and predicted that the 'baby talk'
would by liked by older people and would be more effective in
interactions.

Comerford (2015) argues in her article about the language nurses
should be using in care homes that using ETs to patients can be
‘patronizing’ and 'demeaning’. The terms the article examines are
honey, love, and handsome.

Care Quality Commission (CQC) inspectors who visited Brackenley
Residential Care Home in Yorkshire said that although the language
nurses use is meant to be friendly, it could be considered
patronizing Comerford (2015). The chief inspector Andrea Sutcliffe
said that this kind of language shows a lack of respect to the
patients. She claimed that what people would like to be called
should be taken into account.

Royal College of Nursing lead, Dawne Garrett says that there are
two factors to take into account. The first is the normal nursing

assessment, which includes a question about preferred names. The
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second element is the nurses' emotional intelligence to judge how
close they are to the patients and, thus, the language they should
use. Ms. Garrett adds that in some regions of the country, using

terms of endearment is highly appropriate.

3. Methodology

The aim of this section will be to explain the methodology followed
in this research. The section is divided into two main sections. The
first section will be about the participants selected for this study. In
the second section, the data collection method is addressed.

3.1 Sample

A sample is a limited part of the population whose properties are
studied to gain respondents selected from a larger population for the
purpose of a survey. Therefore, the use of a sample is easier and
more manageable than using the whole population. However, a
sample should represent the population as a whole and not reflect
any bias toward a specific attribute.

A sample of 42 fourth-year Syrian students of English at Al-Baath
University were selected randomly for this research. All of the
participants live in Homs city and speak Arabic. The choice of the
sample is based on the idea that students at this level should have a
rather good command of English that allows them to show good
performance. Students at this level are expected to have the
sufficient knowledge about how and where some specific terms of

endearment should be used.
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3.2 Data collection method

A questionnaire was used to collect the data. In general, a
questionnaire is a good instrument for collecting data. It is a written
set of questions which is given to a number of participants in order
to collect information as defined in Longman Dictionary of
Contemporary English (henceforth, LDOCE). The choice of this
instrument comes from the fact that it is more reliable because if the
participants have inquiries about the questionnaire, 1 would be able
to assist them. Questionnaires are used to collect quantitative and/or
qualitative information. They are commonly used in market research
as well as in the social sciences. As it is the case for most methods,
questionnaires have advantages and disadvantages. The advantages
are that they are easy to plan and execute; they have greater
coverage to the intentional level, and respondents can select their
own language and style. The disadvantages are that they have poor
and late responses; they are not helpful in finding information of the
complex emotional person, and they cannot be used for illiterate and
young children (Prasanna, 2023). It took the participants about 30

minutes to finish the questionnaire.

Having said that, | chose the questionnaire as a tool to collect data
because it is the most appropriate method in an Arabic society,
given that people do not speak English in everyday life. Another

reason for this choice is that it gives the participants the freedom to
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answer the questions away from artificial conversations which may
take place in the case of interviews. The last reason is that the
questionnaire will save me time to accomplish the study on time.

The questionnaire | used for the data collection consists of 3
questions, all of them were open-ended questions. Participants were
asked to choose from a list of ETs that | chose carefully. The terms
that | chose were among the most popular ones found in real and

unreal situations such as movies, songs, and novels.

4. Data Analysis, Findings, and Discussion

The participants at such age are known for their interest in movies
and TV shows from which they acquire these terms. Another factor,
which explains this use of the well-known or unmarked ETSs, is
social media such as Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube. These
platforms are loaded with content in which ETs are used, hence the
participants' use of ETs. Some terms are used from 1-4 times as is
shown in the following table. These terms are not so popular among
the participants' daily interactions in their culture. This may mean
that the participants have a good exposure to English-speaking
cultures. The participants never use some terms and this is because
these marked terms are rarely used in the domains to which the

participants have exposure.
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handsome, prince, king, dude,
Males Bro 10-30 times 5 terms

baby, honey, sugar, blue eyes,
beautiful, gorgeous, hottie,
boo, darling, lamb, cutie,
buttercup, my treasure,
mouse, pet, duck, my one and
only, cupcake, peach, kiddo,
pumpkin, gumdrop, precious, =~ 1-4times 28 terms
my boy, hun, nerd, friend,

attractive.

Participants use nearly the same number of ETs to males and
females, which is surprising, because the norm is that females
receive more ETs than males. The responses to question 5 and
question 6 show that the terms used to these two groups are among
the well-known ones. However, some terms used to males sound
odd because they are never to be used to males such as gorgeous,
hottie, beautiful, lamb, mouse, pet, duck, and gumdrop. As for
gorgeous and beautiful, in Arabic they have almost the same
meaning so this may explain the negative transfer from their mother
tongue. As for lamb, mouse, and duck, they are highly offensive

when used to males because they show men as naive.

150



3.;,4.&:‘33.34‘2\@3&4\% Cuayl) daala s

Julal) ot s ) Jina 2023 als 20 22) 45 alaal)
honey, sweetheart, beautiful, =~ 10-30

Females _ _ 5 terms
darling, cutie times

bunny, hottie, angel, boo, doll,
poppet, muffin, sunshine,
buddy, mouse, dude, mate,
cinnamon, lovely, my one and
only, cupcake, baby girl, dove, 1-4 27
peach, kitten, jellybean,

times terms
pumpkin, Bro, sweetie, hun,

pretty, honeybee.

Table 1: ETs used to males and females

The term hottie is rarely used to males, especially grown-ups, in
address forms because it is culturally inappropriate for a female to
address a male with such a term to show affection. This use actually
may take place in a conversation among female members talking
about someone. Some participants show innovativeness in using
ETs to males or females as nerd, hun, attractive, and honeybee.
Only 19 terms are never used to females while 23 terms are left out
when used to males. This is actually expected because females are

more inclined than males to use more ETs.

151



255 aa 2368l ) jlad Caal) Anala (B Ay SIS A5l and B day) ) Adad) S aladii
Oead) S g ELUY)

An interesting result arrived at in this paper is that even though most
of the participants are females, there are male participants who use
ETs to other males. In the Arab culture, it is normal for males to
address each other using ETs, which might be considered weird to
some people in English-speaking countries.

Some terms which are normally used to males are now used to
females such as dude, mate, and bro. The use of dude actually
confirms what Kiesling (2004) argues in his study. He states that
although dude is used for males only, now its use to females is
increasing. Having said that, | can say that the ETs mate and Bro are
used in the same way as dude. Contrary to my expectations, some
terms such as boo, buttercup, peach, pumpkin, gumdrop, muffin,
cinnamon, and jellybean were used. These terms are among the
terms that are not familiar in the Arab culture. The use of these
terms may show that the participants have a good repertoire of
terms.

Question 3 is about the use of ETs to old people in particular. A few
terms are used to old people in low frequency. In the Arab culture,
old people are respected and this is clear in the terms used to them
such as dear, gorgeous, Queen/King, and precious which connote

respect.
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ETs Frequency No.

orgeous, dear, queen/king, precious.
SR * o 5-9 times 5 terms

honey, sweetheart, blue eyes, beautiful,
handsome, hottie, prince/princess, angel, love,
darling, doll, my love, sunshine, my heart, my
treasure, cinnamon, lovely, my one and only, 1-4 times 22 terms

Bro, uncle, aunt.

Table 2: ETs used to old people

ETs are known to be used downwards; that is, from old people to
younger people or from people of a higher status to people of a
lower one. Yet, the results show the opposite where young people
use ETs to old people. Apparently, old people are the ones who
initiate the use of ETs most of the time with young people, which
makes it agreeable for young people to use ETs to old people. In
fact, this is because young people tend to be polite to old people
and avoid to hurt their negative face wants (Brown & Levinson,
1987).

Brown & Draper (2002) argue that nurses in health institutions
address old people with ETs. The elderly families opposed this use
of ETs because they considered such a use patronising. However, in
the Syrian culture and the Arab culture in general, the use of ETs to

old people is a means of respect, which is coded in the terms
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themselves. For example, two participants use the terms uncle and
aunt, which are terms that Arabic-speaking people use to show
respect to old people who are strangers in most cases. Of course, the
use of ETs is highly restricted to specific people in specific
situations such as between children to their parents or grandparents.
An unusual use of ETs is the term doll that seems to carry a
disrespectful meaning when it is used to old people. It is only used
by one participant, and | strongly think that it is used by mistake.

5. Conclusion

In questions 1 and 2, the same number of ETs is used to males and
females. This turns out surprising because the females are the ones
who receive the most ETs. We see also that some ETs, used to
males, connote disrespect or have a feminine tone. This use may
indicate the negative transfer of the participants' mother tongue. We
notice the use of ETs by males to other males which might be
awkward in some English-speaking countries. Moreover, the term
dude and Bro are used to females even though they are originally
used only to males, which indicates a change in their usage.

As for old people, question 3 shows us that some terms used to old
people connote respect and politeness. Even though ETs are used
from old to young people, the results show that the opposite is also
true. Of course, young people cannot initiate the use of ETs to old
people unless the latter approve of this use. This is because young
people tend to be cautious of old people's negative face; that is, they

tend to avoid imposition.
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Analyzing Common Themes in The
House of the Spirits and One Hundred
Years of Solitude

Abstract

This paper seeks to analyze the shared themes and contrasting
narratives in Isabel Allende's The House of the Spirits and Gabriel
Garcia Marquez's One Hundred Years of Solitude with greater
accuracy. By examining the elements of magic realism, narrative
structure, tones and approaches, political context, feminism, and
character development, this study aims to provide a thorough
exploration of these renowned novels. Additionally, it aims to
demonstrate how both works utilize the literary device of magic
realism to blur the boundaries between reality and fantasy,
enriching the thematic depth and narrative experience for readers.
Moreover, the examination of narrative structures highlights the
differing approaches between the linear, multi-generational style in
Allende's novel and the non-linear structure in Garcia Marquez's
work. Furthermore, the paper delves into the depiction of the
political context in both novels, offering insights into the authors'
commentary on power dynamics, corruption, and social inequality.

Key words: magic realism, narrative structure, tones and
approaches, political context, feminism, power dynamics,
corruption, social inequality, gender roles, female empowerment.
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Literature has the remarkable ability to captivate readers by
immersing them in richly woven narratives, offering profound
insights into the human experience. In the realm of Latin American
literature, two notable works that have garnered critical acclaim
are The House of the Spirits by Isabel Allende and One Hundred
Years of Solitude by Gabriel Garcia Marquez. These novels,
written by influential authors from the same geographical region,
explore similar themes while employing distinct narrative
strategies. An in—-depth analysis of the points of similarities and
differences between these two works not only allows us to
appreciate their individual artistic merits but also provides a deeper

understanding of the broader literary landscape of Latin America.

In terms of similarities, both works encompass elements of
magical realism. “The phrase 'magic realism' refers to a style of
writing or method in which magical and supernatural occurrences
are recounted realistically without regard for their improbability”

(Tiwari 31). This literary technique, prominent in Latin American
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literature, integrates fantastical events seamlessly into the fabric of
the narratives. By blurring the boundaries between the ordinary
and the extraordinary, both authors transcend the limitations of
realism and create allegorical representations of socio—political
realities. Supernatural occurrences and symbolism are masterfully
interwoven with everyday occurrences, enabling the exploration of

deeper themes and metaphors throughout the stories.

Furthermore, themes such as identity, social upheaval, love,
passion, and the complexities of human relationships are central to
the narratives of both novels. The authors delve into the intricacies
of familial ties, portraying the joys, sorrows, and transformative
power of love within the context of turbulent historical periods.
Through the exploration of these themes, Allende and Marquez
provide readers with a vivid portrayal of the human condition,
illuminating the profound impact of emotions and relationships on

individual lives and collective destinies.
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Despite these thematic similarities, significant differences
emerge when examining the narrative structures employed by the
authors. The House of the Spirits follows a linear narrative
progression, allowing readers to follow the Trueba family's journey
in a straightforward manner. The story begins with the childhood
of Clara and Esteban, the first generation of the family, and follows
their lives as they grow older, marry, and have children. The
events unfold in a logical sequence, and the characters' lives
develop in a linear fashion. This narrative structure provides a
clear understanding of cause and effect, allowing readers to trace
the family's history and witness the impact of past events on future
generations. For example, the birth of Clara’s daughter, Blanca,
and her subsequent love affair with Pedro Tercero contributes to
the tensions and conflicts that reverberate throughout the story.
These events occur in a linear fashion, one leading to another,
and their consequences can be easily traced within the narrative

structure. The linear progression allows readers to witness the
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cause—and-effect relationships between characters and events,

offering a coherent and easily comprehensible storyline.

“Martin observes that the novel is ‘tied to a span of
decades of writing and a structure that is at once linear and
circular”  (qtd. in  Wentworth  2). Allende presents a
multigenerational saga, chronicling the lives of the Trueba family
against the backdrop of Chilean history. “The story follows the
lives of three generations of the Trueba family” (2). The story
begins with Clara, a gifted and spiritually inclined child. She later
marries Esteban Trueba and becomes the matriarch of their family
home, known as The Big House on the Corner. This house serves
as a central point for the narrative. Clara has a daughter named
Blanca, who then has a daughter named Alba, the youngest
character and the eventual narrator of the story. The experiences
of the Trueba family are strongly shaped by the house, which

represents different aspects of time throughout the story.
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One Hundred Years of Solitude, on the other hand, adopts
a mix of linear and non-linear narrative structure that defies
conventional temporal constraints. Marquez's novel weaves a
tapestry of interconnected stories, shifting between past, present,
and future, blurring the boundaries of time to emphasize the
cyclical nature of history and human experiences. “Patricia
Merivale notes that the structure of One Hundred Years of
Solitude itself includes two approaches to the same stories”
(Bowers 75). According to Merivale, the novel incorporates two
distinct approaches to storytelling. The first approach involves a
chronological plot that unfolds the history of the Buendia family in
the fictional town of Macondo. This approach follows a linear
progression of events and allows the reader to trace the family's

experiences over time.

In contrast, the second approach of “His alternative sources
of history are the manuscripts of Melquiades which tell the family

story of the Buendias and through them tell the story of forgotten
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incidents in the rural and isolated setting of Macondo” (75). By
introducing this fragmented and non-linear narrative style, Garcia
Marquez expands the dimensions of storytelling and challenges

conventional notions of time and causality.

This fragmented chronology reflects the cyclical nature of
history, where events and patterns repeat themselves across
generations. Marquez's novel is replete with instances of circular
time, where the past is revisited, and history seems to repeat
itself. For example, the repetition of names and the recurrence of
similar events, such as the cycle of passion, violence, and
forbidden love, contribute to the nonlinear narrative structure. The
characters' lives often mirror those of their ancestors, and the
boundaries between generations become blurred. The cyclical
nature of time is exemplified by the recurring pattern of births,

deaths, and events that echo throughout the narrative.

By incorporating these two narrative approaches, Garcia

Marquez introduces a self-reflexive element to the storytelling.
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The reader becomes aware that the narrator is conscious of the
construction of the narrative and the multiple perspectives through
which the story is conveyed. This narrative technique prompts
readers to reflect on the malleability of time and the subjective

nature of storytelling itself.

Both novels incorporate elements of magical realism, and
the infusion of supernatural events and occurrences seamlessly
interwoven with the mundane serves to heighten the narratives'
symbolic and metaphorical dimensions. However, the utilization of

magical realism varies between the two novels.

In The House of the Spirits, Allende employs magical
realism more selectively, with the focus on specific characters and
their intuitive abilities. The magical elements in the novel often
serve as poignant symbols or foreshadowing devices. Allende
incorporates magical elements as a reflection of the characters'
powers and their connection to the supernatural realm. These

magical occurrences, those mainly related to women, often serve
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as metaphors and symbols, deepening the thematic exploration of

the story.

For example, Clara possesses the power of clairvoyance,
communicating with spirits and predicting future events. “Clara is
also skilled at premonition. She predicted the death of her
godfather, her own marriage, even her father’s hernia. Perhaps
most remarkable, she is able to move objects without touching
them” (Hart 118). Her ability to see beyond the physical world
represents the presence of a spiritual dimension within the story,

blurring the boundaries between the seen and the unseen.

Clara's clairvoyance also acts as a metaphor for the
marginalized women and silenced truths in Chilean society,
highlighting the catastrophes that happened due to this neglecting.
Allende explores how Clara's silence and muteness represent a
living death, reflecting the struggles of women who are unable to
tell their stories or share their opinions due to fear, shame, or

societal rejection. Clara's journals become a safe space for her to
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express herself without judgment. Allende highlights the
importance of writing as a way for women to hide their pain, share
thoughts society may not understand, and validate their

experiences.

Conversely, One Hundred Years of Solifude encompasses
a more extensive and vibrant tapestry of magical realism. Marquez
immerses readers in the fictional town of Macondo, where the
extraordinary seamlessly intertwines with the ordinary. Miracles,
supernatural phenomena, and fantastical events are presented
matter—of-factly, creating an intricate narrative where magical

occurrences become ordinary aspects of daily life.

Throughout the novel, the blending of the magical and the
real is exemplified and magnified by various instances. One such
example is Remedios the Beauty, a character whose ethereal
beauty captivates everyone around her. However, Remedios goes
beyond mere physical attractiveness. She mysteriously ascends to

heaven, literally disappearing from the physical world.
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Amaranta felt a mysterious trembling in the lace on her
petticoats and she tried to grasp the sheet so that she
would not fall down at the instant in which Remedios the
Beauty began to rise. Ursula......... as she watched
Remedios the Beauty waving good-bye in the midst of
the flapping sheets that rose up with her, abandoning
with her the environment of beetles and dahlias and
passing through the air with her as four o’clock in the
afternoon came to an end, and they were lost forever
with her in the upper atmosphere where not even the
highest—flying birds of memory could reach her.

(Marquez 242- 43)

This extraordinary event, presented matter—of-factly in the
novel, demonstrates the blending of the magical and the real,
where the supernatural becomes an ordinary aspect of daily life in

Macondo.
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In Marquez's novel, the town of Macondo acts as a
symbolic space where magical realism flourishes. “Thus, One
Hundred Years of Solifude makes no attempts to codify the
magical; rather, in Macondo, it is reality that must be rationalized.
Furthermore, something about Macondo itself suggests that it
alone is home to magical realism” (Schroeder 43). The surreal
happenings in the town are not treated as abnormal or
extraordinary but rather as inherent elements of the community's
existence. For example, the appearance of Melquiades, the time-
traveling gypsy, and his subsequent visits to the Buendia family
across generations represent the cyclical nature of time and the
intergenerational repetition of history. Melquiades' presence blurs
the boundaries between past, present, and future, mirroring the
broader theme of the novel, where history and memory are

inextricably entwined.

Furthermore, Marquez's use of magical realism in the novel

contributes to the dreamlike quality of the narrative and further

169



Ul cpaple Aiag 1Y) Co il gy B AS jidiall Cle gua gall Julasi

enhances the mythical tone of the novel. He “skillfully handles a
reality in which the limits of the real and the fantastic fade away
quite naturally” (Gullon 27). Miracles, supernatural phenomena,
and fantastical occurrences are seamlessly woven into the fabric
of everyday life in Macondo, presented matter—of-factly without
questioning their plausibility because “there is no need to justify
that a character dies, or appears to die, and later comes back to
life” (27). Magical elements, such as the ascending Remedios and
the multiple lives of Melquiades, “who circulates freely through the
space of the novel and beyond, crossing without effort the
boundaries between one world and another” (28), add to the
surreal tone and contribute to the overall exploration of the human
condition. By presenting these magical occurrences in a matter—
of-fact manner, Marquez creates a sense of familiarity and
acceptance, allowing readers to immerse themselves in the

fantastical elements of the narrative.
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Additionally, the presence of magical in One Hundred Years
of Solitude contributes to a sense of timelessness and universality.
The blending of magical and ordinary elements transcends
temporal and cultural boundaries, making the story resonate
beyond its specific setting. By presenting fantastical occurrences
as part of the characters' daily lives, Marquez suggests that these
magical elements are not confined to the realm of fantasy but are
inherent aspects of the human experience. The dreamlike quality
created by the use of magical realism invites readers to engage
with the narrative on multiple levels. It challenges conventional
notions of reality and encourages a suspension of disbelief,
allowing for a more immersive and imaginative reading

experience.

Moreover, the two novels explore distinct settings that play
significant roles in shaping the narratives and themes of the
novels, as The House of the Spirits is primarily grounded in the

historical and political context on an unnamed Latin American

171



Ul cpaple Aiag 1Y) Co il gy B AS jidiall Cle gua gall Julasi

country, often identified as Chile, portraying the tumultuous era
spanning from the early 20th century to the Pinochet dictatorship.
The specific sociopolitical climate of Chile permeates the narrative,

adding a sense of realism and historical significance to the story.

The setting serves as a backdrop for the socio—political
turmoil that unfolds throughout the novel. Allende vividly depicts
the country's political landscape, marked by the rise of
totalitarianism and social unrest. The characters' lives become
intertwined with the historical events of their nation, as they
navigate the challenges and consequences of political upheaval.
For example, the military coup and subsequent dictatorship that
take place in the novel directly impact the lives of the Trueba
family. Esteban Trueba finds himself entangled in the oppressive
regime, rooting for it and encouraging his children to follow in his
steps. In the novel, a conversation between Esteban Trueba and
his son Jaime reveals contrasting ideologies and conflicting beliefs

regarding social responsibility and power dynamics.
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No. Charity, like Socialism, is an invention of the weak to
exploit the strong and bring them to their knees.” “I don’t
believe in your theory of the weak and the strong,” Jaime
replied. “That’s the way it is in nature. We live in a jungle.”
“Yes, because the people who make up the rules think like

you! But it won’t always be that way.” “Oh, yes, it will.
Because we always win. We know how to move around in
the world and how to use power. Listen to me, son. Pull
yourself together and open your own clinic. I’ Il help you.

But cut out your Socialist nonsense!” Esteban Trueba

thundered, with no results. (Allende 327)

This passage encapsulates the ideological clash between
Esteban Trueba and Jaime, representing the broader struggle
between traditional power structures and socialist ideals within the
novel. Esteban, a wealthy and influential character, dismisses

charity and socialism as tools used by the weak to exploit the
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strong. He upholds the notion of a competitive world, where the
strong dominate and the weak are suppressed. In contrast, Jaime
challenges this perspective, arguing that such a worldview
perpetuates a jungle-like society devoid of compassion and
empathy. Their dialogue reflects the larger tension between the

privileged elite and those advocating for social justice and equality.

Esteban's firm belief in maintaining power and control
resonates with his character's authoritative and conservative
nature. He rejects Jaime's socialist ideas, dismissing them as
nonsensical and incompatible with their privileged position.
However, Jaime's defiance and unwavering commitment to his
socialist principles highlight the generational divide and the

potential for change in societal structures.

Conversely, One Hundred Years of Solitude is set in the
fictional and mythical town of Macondo, which represents not only
a particular country, Colombia, but also serves as an allegory for

Latin America as a whole. “The reader finds most of his fiction set
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in an imaginary town of Macondo that stands allegorical for the
Colombian history in specific and Latin American in general’
(Ahmad and Afsar 6). Macondo represents a place where the past
and present coexist, and the boundaries between reality and
imagination blur. The town symbolizes the history, culture, and
collective memory of Latin America, encapsulating the triumphs,
tragedies, and complexities of the region. This fictional setting
allows Marquez to transcend geographical and temporal
boundaries, creating a universe that embodies the spirit of the

entire region.

Marquez's portrayal of Macondo reflects the tumultuous
history of Latin America, from the colonial period to the present
day. The town experiences various transformative events, such as
the arrival of the railway, the Banana Company's exploitation, and
the subsequent decline and decay of the town. These events

mirror the broader historical experiences of Latin American
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nations, including colonization, foreign intervention, and struggles

for independence and self-determination.

For instance, the arrival of the railway in Macondo
represents the intrusion of modernity and outside influences on
traditional ways of life. According to Bam Dev Adhikari, “The
arrival of the train in Macondo signifies a period of advancement
and the full swing of modernization within the town” (27). Adhikari
further supports this perspective by quoting Daniel Erickson, who
states, “The introduction of the railway is clearly a part of capitalist
modernization and historical transformation, a progressive pattern
that accordingly undermines Ursula's impression of circularity”

(atd. in Adhikari 27).

The Banana Company's exploitation of the town's resources
mirrors the exploitation of Latin American nations by foreign
powers for economic gain. The decline of Macondo reflects the
cyclicality of history and the recurring patterns of rise and fall

experienced by many Latin American societies. “The majority of
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critics assume that Garcia Marquez posits a static, passive history
which continually repeats itself, returning to the same point of
departure” (Lawrence 57). The setting of the unnamed Latin
American country in Marquez’s work serves as a powerful
background that highlights the themes of power, oppression, and
resistance, offering a socio—political commentary on the realities
faced by many Latin American nations during the twentieth

century.

Moreover, the novels exhibit contrasting tones and
approaches that shape the narratives and engage readers in
unique ways. Allende's work strikes a more personal and intimate
tone, often delving into the inner thoughts and emotions of the
characters. It balances moments of joy, love, and hope with
instances of tragedy and political turmoil, offering a reflective
narrative. Allende presents a rich variety of human relationships,
capturing the complexities of love, family, and identity. The

narrative voice often reflects the inner musings of the characters,
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providing insight into their desires, fears, and struggles. This
intimate tone creates a sense of connection and empathy with the
characters, drawing readers into their lives and experiences. For
example, Allende explores the tumultuous relationship between
Clara and Esteban Trueba, capturing their one-sided love,

constant conflicts, and personal growth.

Do you want to marry me?....... Esteban smiled happily.
“Yes, Clara, that’s why | came.” Clara took him by the arm
and accompanied him to the gate. In the final glance they
exchanged, Esteban understood that she had accepted
him. He was overcome with happiness. As he got into his
carriage, he was smiling,..., and that she had already made

up her mind to marry without love. (Allende 96-97)

In this passage, Allende shows us the nature of Clara and
Esteban Trueba's relationship and love as complex and multi-

layered. Clara's directness and unconventional approach to love
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are evident as she straightforwardly asks Esteban if he wants to
marry her, without adhering to societal norms or expectations.
However, Esteban is drawn to Clara's directness and appreciates
her preference for straightforwardness. He is delighted and
overwhelmed by the fact that Clara has accepted his proposal,
despite their limited acquaintance. The passage also suggests that
Clara possesses a unique insight into their future together,
independent of romantic love. Esteban and Clara's marriage is
devoid of romantic considerations. Esteban is driven by
practicality, seeking a convenient fix for Rosa, while Clara's
supernatural powers bind her to Esteban, regardless of her

emotional attachment to him.

Allende's approach evokes a deep sense of intimacy,
making the characters relatable and their experiences resonate
with readers. The novel explores themes of social injustice,
political oppression, and the search for freedom. The personal

struggles of the characters mirror the larger societal issues of the
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unnamed Latin American country. This combination of personal
and political elements creates a reflective narrative that
encourages readers to contemplate the human condition and the

impact of historical events on individual lives.

In contrast, Marquez's novel exudes a surreal and mythical
tone, enthralling readers with its dreamlike atmosphere and
employing certain tones to comment on the cyclical nature of
history and human flaws. Marquez's writing style is characterized
by its poetic language, vivid imagery, and magical realism
elements. The narrative opens in a manner that blurs the
boundaries between reality and fantasy, capturing the essence of
the mythical town of Macondo and its inhabitants. Marquez
employs irony and satire to comment on the cyclical nature of
history and the flaws of human nature. According to Vargas,
“Garcia Marquez punches holes in the treasured legends and
myths on which his oppressed country feeds. His heroes, too, are

ineffectual, vain; his events and episodes are ridiculous and futile”
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(27). She even assures that “the ironic approach the authors use
sometimes borders on parody and contains elements of satire and

even burlesque” (27).

The novel presents a series of absurd and fantastical
events that serve as allegories for broader historical, social, and
political themes. Through the exaggerated and often comical
portrayal of the characters and their actions, Marquez offers a
critical examination of power, corruption, and the repetitive nature
of human behavior. Barbara Chiedza Manyarara emphasizes that
‘in colonial Latin America the honour of men and women
depended very much on the purity of a family's bloodline” (67).
This is why the recurring pattern of the Buendia family's failed
attempts and obsession with maintaining their purity of bloodline
can be seen as satirical commentary on the illusion of progress

and the perpetuation of old ideologies.

The House of the Spirits and One Hundred Years of

Solitude also differ in their political contexts, with the former
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focusing primarily on the sociopolitical landscape of Chile and the
latter presenting a broader critique of political systems in Latin
America. Allende, in The House of the Spirits, “completely
incorporates the recent turbulent history of her country” (Butt and
Shah 5). She portrays the rise and fall of different political
ideologies. The novel begins with the optimistic and idealistic
aspirations of the Trueba family, embodying the hopes for a more
egalitarian society. Alba embraces socialist ideas and actively

participates in political movements.

However, as the story progresses, the political climate in
Chile becomes increasingly volatile. The oppressive regime of
Augusto Pinochet comes to power, leading to the persecution and
suppression of dissenting voices. Allende explores the
consequences of political repression and the impact it has on
individuals and society as a whole. She “examines the lives of the

people living under all types of repression” (Wall 1). Her
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characters experience fear, loss, and disillusionment, highlighting

the destructive nature of authoritarian rule.

In her novel, Allende draws upon her own experiences and
the political climate of Chile during the 20th century, including the
Allende presidency and the subsequent military coupl. The novel
captures the specific events and ideologies that shaped Chilean

society and emphasizes the consequences of political repression.

In contrast, One Hundred Years of Solitude presents a
broader critique of political systems and power structures in Latin
America. While the novel's setting is fictional, it reflects the cyclical
nature of political turmoil experienced by various Latin American
countries throughout history. Marquez weaves political events and
historical references into the narrative, touching on themes of
corruption, authoritarianism, and the perpetuation of power by

ruling families. The Buendia family in Macondo, and “Colonel

! A direct reference to the military coup d'état led by Pinochet against Salvador Allende
in 1973.
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Aureliano Buendia’s wide-ranging warring, representative of Latin
American political turmoil, is the pretext for his fathering seventeen
sons, all named Aureliano” (Foltz 49). His actions represent the
larger Latin American society, and his experiences mirror the

political upheavals witnessed in the region.

The novel comments on the repetitive nature of political
power struggles, where one regime replaces another without
significant change or progress. While the novel doesn't explicitly
reference specific countries, it offers a universal critique of the
corruption and authoritarianism that have plagued many nations in
the region. Marquez's intention is to shed light on the cyclical
patterns of power and political turmoil that transcend individual
countries, highlighting the struggles faced by Latin American

societies as a whole.

Narrative perspective plays a crucial role in shaping the
reading experience and the way stories are presented. Isabel

Allende's 7he House of the Spirits and Gabriel Garcia Marquez's
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One Hundred Years of Solitude employ distinct narrative
perspectives that contribute to their unique storytelling approaches.
While the former utilizes multiple narrators to provide diverse and
subjective viewpoints, the latter employs an omniscient third—
person narrator to offer a panoramic and timeless exploration of
the narrative. By examining these differing perspectives, we can
gain a deeper understanding of how the authors craft their stories

and engage readers in their fictional worlds.

In The House of the Spirits, Isabel Allende employs multiple
narrators, including first—-person accounts from various characters,
Esteban, Alba and others. This narrative technique allows for a
rich and multifaceted exploration of the story, as each character
offers their unique perspective and experiences. The use of
different narrators provides insights into their thoughts, emotions,
and motivations, granting readers a deeper understanding of their

individual journeys. For instance, Her first “female narrator, Alba,
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is a key to rewriting history to include women’s knowledge and

experience” (Smith 79).

Alba’s voice is not the only one present. The novel is also
narrated by Esteban Trueba who “is a formidable patriarch who
strives to dominate the women in his family throughout the novel,
and his style of narration is no exception” (80). Esteban Trueba is
described as a powerful patriarch who consistently tries to exert
control over the women in his family. It is further emphasized that
his style of narration reflects this dominant nature. In other words,
Esteban Trueba's perspective and storytelling approach also play
a significant role in shaping the narrative of the novel, particularly

in relation to his interactions with the female characters.

The differences in the two narrative voices serve to
emphasize the narrow—mindedness of Trueba's perspective
compared to the abundant vision and memory portrayed by Alba.
“The two narrators, Alba and Trueba, provide the reader with a

view of both the dominant history taught in schools and the
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subversive women’s memories in the novel’ (Sheffield, qtd. in
Smith 86). Through these distinct narrative voices, the reader
gains insight into two separate worlds and it is through these

worlds that a re—vision of history is offered.

In contrast, One Hundred Years of Solitude “is told by an
omniscient and anonymous narrator” (Singh 567). This narrative
perspective provides a more detached and panoramic view of the
events, enabling readers to gain a broader understanding of the
complex narrative and the interconnectedness of characters and
generations. The omniscient narrator? has access to the
characters' thoughts, feelings, and actions, and can provide
insights into their past, present, and future. This perspective
enhances the epic and mythic quality of the story, as the narrator
can encompass a vast scope of time and delve into the collective

experiences of the Buendia family.

? Here | refer to Melquiades.
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The use of an omniscient narrator also reinforces the idea
of the cyclical nature of time and history, as the narrator can draw
parallels and repetitions across generations. By presenting the
story from this perspective, Gabriel Garcia Marquez emphasizes
the universal and timeless aspects of the narrative, transcending
individual characters and their perspectives. The difference in
narrative perspective significantly impacts the readers' engagement

with the characters and the story.

In addition to the difference in narrative perspective, the two
novels also differ in their approach to character development. 7he
House of the Spirits offers a more individualistic approach,
focusing on the personal growth and transformations of the main
characters. Each character has their own unique journey, shaped
by their past experiences, desires, and motivations. For example,
the novel follows Esteban Trueba's journey from a young man

filed with idealism and revolutionary fervor to a “formidable
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patriarch who strives to dominate the women in his family

throughout the novel” (Smith 80).

Clara, on the other hand, is portrayed as a mystic and a
dreamer, whose otherworldly abilities in particular “allow her to
transcend physical boundaries’ (Hoffmann 50). Her journey is one
of self-discovery and self-acceptance, as she comes to terms

with her identity and embraces her powers.

Similarly, Alba's journey is characterized by her political
awakening and her resistance to the oppressive regime that rules
her country. Her transformation from a sheltered and privileged
young woman to an outspoken activist gradually allows her to
“‘move from positions of powerlessness to those of empowerment”
(Goldman 21). It is also a testament to her courage and her
commitment to justice. By exploring the personal journeys of these
characters, Allende provides a nuanced and complex portrayal of
the human experience, highlighting the ways in which individual

choices and actions can shape the course of history.
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In contrast, One Hundred Years of Solitude places greater
emphasis on the collective experience of the Buendia family,
portraying characters as archetypes or representations of larger
societal forces. The characters are often defined by their
relationships to one another, rather than their individual desires or
motivations. One can easily consider that the male and “female
members of the family as two collectives mirroring and reflecting

each other” (Fuli and Liu 570).

For example, the patriarch of the family, José Arcadio
Buendia, is driven by his quest for knowledge and his desire to
discover the mysteries of the universe. His son, Aureliano
Buendia, “inherits his concentration and enigmatic focus” (Konl
23). He also takes after his father's curiosity and becomes a
leader in the rebellion against the government. However, his
revolutionary zeal ultimately leads to his downfall, as he becomes

consumed by his own ideology and loses touch with his humanity.
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Similarly, characters such as Remedios the Beauty are
portrayed as a symbol of the conflicting ideals of beauty and
spirituality. Her identity is shaped by the cultural norms and
expectations of her society, rather than her own personal
experiences. By using archetypes and symbols, Garcia Marquez
creates a sense of timelessness and universality, suggesting that
the characters and their struggles are representative of larger

forces at play in the world.

Both novels approach feminist themes in unique ways,
incorporating their distinctive styles and storytelling techniques. In
The House of the Spirits, Isabel Allende presents feminism
through a character—driven narrative that explores the lives and
struggles of women within a patriarchal society. Allende presents a
feminist critique of patriarchal society, focusing on the struggles of
women in pursuit of independence and autonomy. The novel
features several strong female characters who challenge gender

norms and societal expectations. Allende portrays female
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characters who “expose, challenge, and resist patriarchal

oppression and the authoritarian political regime” (Wall 12).

For example, Clara del Valle is one character whose “lack
of servitude to her expected domestic role is one way she resists
the demands of her patriarchal husband.” (15). She defies her
husband's attempts to control her and maintains her independence
and spiritual pursuits. She becomes a symbol of resistance
against patriarchal norms, using her abilities to challenge and

undermine the existing power structures.

Another notable character is Alba, who also “begins to defy
the silence imposed on women and elaborates on the notes that
Clara wrote during her years of silence” (18). She actively
participates in political activism and leads a rebellion against the
oppressive military dictatorship in Chile. Her activism not only
challenges gender norms but also questions the larger social and

political order. Through these characters and their narratives,
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Allende highlights the struggles of women in a patriarchal society

and the importance of their agency in effecting social change.

On the other hand, One Hundred Years of Solitude
approaches feminism through its depiction of women as powerful
and enigmatic figures within the Buendia family who are capable
of “eliminating gender binary opposition” (Lamichhane 9). The
novel also features female characters who possess extraordinary

qualities and defy conventional expectations.

For instance, Remedios the Beauty is depicted as an
ethereal figure whose sheer physical beauty captivates others to
the point of obsession. She represents an unconventional
embodiment of femininity, defying societal norms and challenging
the objectification of women. However, the novel also portrays the
challenges faced by women in a patriarchal society, such as the
sexual violence endured by Remedios the Beauty. As she rejected
societal norms and followed her own instincts, her unconventional

beauty became more unsettling and provocative to men. Reading
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closely how Marquez describes her beauty can further explain how
“his language again shifts the blame on Remedios the Beauty
herself for being sexually assaulted and justifies men’s lust for

her” (Zheng 33).

Despite this, the women in the novel demonstrate resilience
and strength, even in the face of adversity. For example, Ursula
Iguaran is a matriarchal figure who holds the family together and
defies the societal norms when she “helps her husband by
engaging in a small candy business and by gradually making it
big” (Cabanias 144). She becomes the sole surviving member of
the Buendia family. Her resilience and strength in the face of the
multiple tragedies that befall her family highlight the power of

women in the face of patriarchal oppression.
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