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Abstract

This research is concerned with building poetry on the narration in
the poem of Al-Hatay'a - Al-Mimiya. In her poetry, and is it
possible to find a pure poetic text which is totally poetry? What are
the tools that poetry borrows from narration and remains faithful to
its nature, and to achieve this end the research proceeds

according to the following plan:

—Narrative: a word in the term.

—The poet and the poem.

—-The juxtaposition of the narrative and poetic discourses in the

poem.

—Narrative rhythm in the poem

—The dramatic dimension in the poem

—Narrative sentence forms in the poem.

Keywords: narration, poetic, Al-Hatay'a, dramatic dimension,

poetic discourse.
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The effect of the phonemic equivalent law

on the inflectional substitution relations

D. Safwan Salloum”

Abstract

Substitution is making a causal a correct place or its opposite,
or a correct place not a positive, and researchers have found that
the purpose of the morphological substitution is to overcome
difficulties in the pronunciation, which could result if he did not
resort to it, and this does not mean that the supposed origin of the
word that was exposed to him was one day used, but it means that
this root is what the word should have been, had it not been
resorted to facilitating its pronunciation by substituting some letters.
The substitution is at the core of phonology, and it affects the
semantic structure of the word, and contributes to changing its
semantic significance. These laws are the phonemic law; We can
explain many phonetic changes that affect the structure of words

subject to transposition on the basis of this law.

Keywords: morphological substitution, analogy, phonemes
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Lexical Cohesion Problems in the
Written Performance of Students of

English at Tartous University

Abstract

In broad terms, cohesion is the cornerstone for effective writing and
logical conveyance of meaning. This research is an investigation
into the problems encountered by students of English at Tartous
University regarding the use of cohesion, in particular lexical
cohesion. The specific focus is on finding the highest frequent
errors and probing into the nature of these errors. The study
comprises (50) fourth-year students of English at Tartous
University. A test is primarily administered to find the errors, and
the data is quantified and explained. The study revealed that lexical
cohesion errors are frequent, particularly in the use of repetition and
opposition. Students made more errors in the use of reiteration than
in collocations. Hence, semantic disconnectedness characterizes the
students’ writing. Furthermore, the study explores potential sources
of cohesive devices errors and categorizes them according to
grammatical and semantic errors. Accordingly, it is recommended
to integrate the teaching of lexical cohesive devices along with
focus on using correct grammar to employ them in the text. This
should also be carried out by presenting the students with a wide
range of topics in writing courses.

Keywords: lexical cohesion, repetition, opposition, collocations,

semantic disconnectedness
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1 Background of the study

It is evident that the ability to write cohesively is a challenging task
for many students at the Department of English Language and
Literature at Tartous University, in particular employing lexical
cohesive devices. Students at this department lack the prerequisite
background to produce well-organized and orderly written
arguments due to the lack of linguistic knowledge when employing
lexical cohesive devices. As a term, cohesion refers to the way
sentences in a written piece are connected by various cohesive
devices, as proposed by Halliday and Hasan (1976), including

grammatical cohesion and lexical cohesion.
2 Objectives of the study

The current study attempts to explore the use of lexical cohesive
devices in the written work of the students at the English
Department at Tartous University. In particular, it seeks to identify
the errors and problems that these students encounter regarding the
use of lexical cohesion in their writing and provides insights and
explanations. Crucially, the purpose of the study is to examine the
frequency of errors of each type and sub-type of lexical cohesion

and to provide a qualitative analysis of these errors.
3 Significance of the study

The lack of variation in employing lexical items in the written

performance of the students represents a significant barrier towards
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developing their writing skills, preventing them from achieving
academic success in English. Accordingly, there is an urgent need
to address these problems. In addition, this study contributes to the
knowledge of writing in English by spotting the students’
experience regarding the use of lexical cohesive devices at the
English Department. The findings of this research can vitally assist
in developing and reviewing the syllabus of English writing courses
by integrating the learning and teaching of lexical cohesion more
explicitly in the classroom. More specifically, it is hoped that this
study leads the students to a deliberate employing of cohesion in
writing, so that they will not make similar errors in their writing.
Finally, students who live in an Arab country often tend to think in
Arabic, not in English, when they write; as a consequence, they end
up choosing the inappropriate words. Therefore, this research
provides insights and explanations regarding the inappropriate uses

of lexical cohesive devices.
4 Limitations of the study

This research is not based on investigating the flow of ideas or
analyzing the written work as one unit in a paragraph or essay.
Other aspects of cohesion, such as phonological cohesion, are not
addressed since the research is conducted to examine the students’
written performance, rather than the spoken performance. The
study focuses solely on analyzing the students’ errors in terms of
the uses of lexical cohesive devices. Thus, the concept of
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grammatical cohesion falls outside the scope of the study. In
addition, the sample does not represent the entire population of
English students at the English Department at Tartous University

since it only comprises fourth-year students.
5 Theoretical framework

This section covers relevant terms and concepts of lexical cohesion.
It classifies lexical cohesion into reiteration and collocations, and it

presents the sub-types for each cohesive device, respectively.
5.1 Cohesion

Halliday and Hasan (1976) argue that cohesion refers to the
semantic relations that exist in the text; it basically occurs when
two linguistic units are semantically bound. The semantic binding
is achieved where the interpretation of an element depends on
another one; thus, the nature of the relation between items is not a
structurally-based relation but a semantically-based one. It is
specifically a relationship between the presupposing and the
presupposed. Baker (1992, p.180) observes that cohesion is the
“network of lexical, grammatical, and other relations which provide
links between various parts of a text”. In other words, cohesion is
effected by grammatical or lexical items that generate a pattern of
relations to build an integrated and logical text (Trebits, 2009). It
can be deduced from Baker’s observation that cohesion falls into

different categories and types and is reflected through the grammar
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and vocabulary. Hence, two core types of cohesion exist:
grammatical cohesion and lexical cohesion. Grammatical cohesive
ties include: reference, substitution, ellipsis, and conjunctions,
while lexical cohesion includes: reiteration and collocations. This
study addresses problems encountered by students in the use of
lexical cohesion only, and it adopts mainly Halliday and Hasan’s

(1976) taxonomy of cohesion.
5.2 Lexical cohesion

This section discusses the concept and types of lexical cohesion.

Each type of lexical cohesion is discussed separately.
5.2.1 The concept of lexical cohesion

Lexical cohesion is achieved in the text by the choice of lexical
items. Hoey (1991, p.10) underscores the importance of lexical
cohesion, stating that the “study of the greater part of cohesion is
the study of lexis”. Likewise, Halliday and Hasan (1976) argue that
lexical cohesion is another fundamental part of cohesive relations,
and it contributes to the overall cohesion of the writing. Lexical
cohesion is primarily achieved by the choice of vocabulary.
According to Baker and Ellece (2011, cited in Al-Maliki, 2014),
lexical cohesion is conceptualized as a way of achieving cohesion
through the repetition of the same word or using chains of related
words that contribute to the semantic continuity. Lehrer (1969)

presents a view to account for the structural-semantic relations
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between lexical items in a text. She emphasizes that vocabulary is
organized into lexical or conceptual fields. Understanding the
notion of lexical fields is critical to define lexical cohesion
precisely. Lobner (2002) argues that a lexical field is a group of
lexemes that must be of the same functional or syntactic category,
and they must share some semantic features (i.e., have something in

common).
5.2.2 Types of lexical cohesion

The following sub-sections provide a comprehensive account of the
two different types of lexical cohesion, in particular reiteration and

collocations.
5.2.2.1 Reiteration

This section focuses on reiteration as proposed mainly by Halliday
and Hasan (1976), along with reference to related literature.
Reiteration is based on four major semantic relations: repetition,
synonymy, opposition, and inclusion. The sub-sections below

provide a thorough explanation of these lexical cohesive devices.
5.2.2.1.1 Repetition

Lieber (1979) suggests that one way of achieving lexical cohesion
is through the repetition of a single word, a phrase, or a bigger
textual structure. The force of repetition is effected even when there

is a change in the wording. He gives an example by suggesting that
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the phrase construction plans, which is the repeated form of plans
of construction, still retains its repetitive force. Hoey (1991)
categorizes repetition into simple and complex lexical repetition.
Simple lexical repetition refers primarily to the identical repetition
of a lexical unit with changes that occur for grammatical purposes
only. Complex lexical repetition, on the other hand, might occur in
two ways. First, it can occur when a lexical morpheme is shared by
two lexical items; however, these two lexical items are not identical
in form. Second, it can occur when the two lexical items have

exactly the same form but different functions as in (1):

(1) They progress steadily in their life. However, they

made slow progress this time.

The first occurrence of the word progress is a verb and the second

occurrence is a noun.

As has been proposed, repetition is not restricted to the same word
class. A systematic and significant way of repetition is through the
process of derivation. Derivation, as a way of repeating key terms
in the text, refers to the formation of new words through certain
morphological processes such as affixation, compounding, and
back-formation. The most common word-formation process, which
pertains mostly to cohesion, is affixation and particularly in the

process of suffixing a bound morpheme (i.e., adding it to the end of
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another morpheme). For example, the suffix -ify may be attached to

an adjective to derive a verb as in pure = purify (Lieber, 2009).

5.2.2.1.2 Synonymy or near-synonymy

The term synonymy may be defined as two or more forms which
are associated with one meaning (Lyons, 1986) or, more accurately,
synonymy is defined as items which share close semantic features
(Lieber, 1979). This definition provokes the idea of how close in
meaning the lexical items should be before being called
synonymous. Cruse (1986, p. 267) defines synonyms as “Lexical
items whose senses are identical in respect of central semantic
traits, but differ, if at all, only in respect of ... minor or peripheral
traits”. For instance, although the words boar and sow relate to one
concept (i.e., pig), they are not to be regarded synonymous because
they represent distinct complementary semantic opposition
(male/female). Cruse (1986) also draws us to the notion of absolute
synonymy (where words are 100% interchangeable). He regards it
as the end point of a continuum of synonymy which extends along

varying degrees of synonymy to non-synonymy. For example:

(27) A: She’d like to buy a hamburger. (Informal)
B: The company purchased the equipment.

(Formal)
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The words buy and purchase are synonymous, but they differ in the
degree of formality. It is worth noting that for lexical items to be
regarded as absolute synonyms, they should be completely

synonymous in all contexts in which they occur.

5.2.2.1.3 Opposition or contrast

Cruse (1986) distinguishes four main types of opposition:
complementaries, antonyms, directional opposites, and relational
opposites. He (1986, p. 198) argues that the “essence of a pair of
complementaries is that between them they exhaustively divide
some conceptual domain into two mutually exclusive
compartments”. He explains that there is no possibility for a middle
ground or an additional term that divides the two terms; hence,

complementaries are ungradable. For instance:

(2) “John is not dead”
(3) “John is alive” (Cruse, 1986, p. 199).

The sentence in (2) entails the sentence in (3). Thus, in
complementaries when one term is applicable, the other one is
denied. Unlike complementaries, graded antonyms are semantically
realized on a scale. Interestingly, the variation in length between
antonyms, such as long/short, is denoted differently according to
the accompanying referent. Another type of opposites is referred to

as directional opposites, which denote opposite directions or
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motions such as up/down. The last type is relational opposites or
converses which refer to a relationship such as parent/ child or

buy/sell.

5.2.2.1.4 Inclusion

Inclusion refers to the relationship in which a general term
encompasses or covers a more specific term. On the one hand, the
term used for the general word is referred to as the superordinate.
On the other hand, the term hyponym is used to refer to the more
specific word. Lyons (1968) provides an example of this
relationship arguing that the meaning of the lexical item tulip is
included in the meaning of flower. Another example is seen in the
following sentence, which is taken from Halliday and Hasan (1976,
p.278):

(4) “Henry’s bought himself a new Jaguar. He

practically lives in the car”.

In this example, the term Jaguar is a hyponym with respect to car,

and the term car itself is a superordinate of Jaguar.

5.2.2.2 Collocations
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The final way to achieve lexical cohesion is by using collocations.
Halliday and Hasan (1976) define collocations as the co-occurrence
of lexical items that are typically linked due to their identical
context. The use of collocations plays a pivotal role in writing

because it significantly improve communication skills.
5.2.2.2.1 The notion of collocations

Scholars over the decades have examined the concept of
collocations. For example, Firth (1957, p.11) argues that “You shall
know a word by the company it keeps”. He, particularly, defines
collocations as the typical combination of words, postulating that
the meaning and usage of a word can be determined by neighboring
words. An example of collocation is given in the following

sentence:
(5) She suffers from acute pains.

The adjective acute collocates with the noun pains (i.e., they co-

occur).

Although scholars agree that the term collocations refers to the co-
occurrence of two or more words, there is no consensus among
scholars regarding the cohesive effect of collocations. On the one
hand, Sinclair (1991) argues that this effect is typically limited to a
short space within the text to a maximum of four words. On the
other hand, Halliday and Hasan (1976, p. 286) explain that this

effect is applicable to long cohesive chains to be built up out of
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lexical relations, with word patterns such as ‘poetry... literature...
reader... writer... style’. This pattern occurs freely both within the
same sentence and across sentence boundaries. It can be confirmed
that the argument presented by Halliday and Hasan is the most
appropriate since it relates more to the concept of cohesion as a

semantic relation.
5.2.2.2.2 Types of collocations

O’Dell and McCarthy (2009, p. 12) propose six different types of

collocations. They include the following main types:
1. Adjectives and nouns. For example:
(6) Jean always wears red, yellow, or some other
bright colour.
2. Verbs and Nouns:
(7) The price increase poses a problem for us.

3. Nouns and nouns: These collocations generally take the pattern
(a...of...)

(8) Every parent feels a sense of pride when their
child

does well or wins something.

4. Verbs and expressions with prepositions:
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(9) When she spilt juice on her new skirt, the little girl
burst into tears.
5. Verbs and adverbs:
(10) He placed the beautiful vase gently on the
Window ledge.
6. Adverbs and adjectives:
(11) They are happily married.

It is clear that these examples of collocations fall within six
categories according to their grammatical category or part of

speech.
6 Sampling

The study follows a non-probability sampling design. Unlike
probability sampling or random sampling which requires each
element in the population to have an equal chance to be part of the
sample, non-probability sampling designs do not adhere to the
notion of probability when selecting the elements from the
sampling population (Kumar, 2011). Dérnyei (2007, p.98) argues
that the choice of the “non-probability samples is regarded as less-
than-perfect compromises that reality forces upon the researcher’’.
Following this argument, purposive (also known as judgmental)

sampling is adopted as the main sampling method to collect the
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data. Purposive or judgmental sampling is used in quantitative
methods when the researcher chooses a predetermined number of
participants who are willing to provide the required information to
fit the objectives of the study (Kumar, 2011). Basically, the
purposive homogenous sampling technique is used in this study,
and the sample comprises 50 fourth-year students at the Department
of English Language and Literature at Tartous University.
Purposive homogenous sampling focuses on a particular subgroup
in which the participants share identical or similar characteristics.
In this respect, the participants are homogenous in terms of their
age (22 to 25) and language background. The language they speak
in everyday conversation is Arabic, and the target language used as
the language of instruction at college is English. They are also
homogenous in terms of their level of education and proficiency in
English. The participants comprise fourth—year students because
students in their fourth-year should have acquired certain academic
and grammatical skills and a satisfactory background knowledge of
English. Furthermore, fourth-year students have reasonable
knowledge of research methodology; thus, they are more willing to

cooperate with the researcher to provide the desired results.
7 Instrument

This study uses a primary data collection instrument to answer the

research questions. The most appropriate and widely-used

instrument in applied linguistics is the test. As a result, the various
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types and sub-types of lexical cohesive ties in the students’
performance are measured and assessed by applying a test of (14)
items to quantify the errors in the written work of the students and

provide a descriptive and qualitative analysis of the errors.
8 Data collection procedure

The collection of the data was conducted at the English Department
at Tartous University in the first semester of the academic year
2019/2020. Initially, the permission and assistance were granted by
my supervisor to conduct the test at one of his lectures. | was able
then to enter a classroom containing 50 fourth-year students.
Initially, | introduced myself to the students and informed them of
the purpose of the study. After the students accepted to be part of
this study, | handed (50) test papers to the exact number of
students. | informed the students of the instructions. Personally, |
encouraged the students to participate and provide honest answers
in the test by stressing the importance of lexical cohesive devices
that are addressed in the test and informing them that cohesive
skills have often been overlooked by them. Accordingly, the lack of
these skills unknowingly affects their exam results and ultimately
their GPAs. The students’ responses to the test were submitted

individually and were ready for review and analysis.

9 Findings
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In this section, the results are analyzed and the rates of errors are
presented. This section also examines the nature of errors and

classifies them into grammatical errors and semantic errors.
9.1 Analysis of the frequency of lexical cohesion errors

It is noteworthy at this point to mention that the numbers and
percentages of errors are calculated in relation to the number of
items (questions) for each type and sub-type of cohesive devices.
The results of the study revealed that the students made many
errors of lexical cohesive devices in the test. The number of errors
in lexical cohesion was high with a rate of (62%) of the total
number of items. Analysis of the uses of both types of lexical
cohesion was conducted to find out that, on the one hand, the total
number of errors in the use of reiteration was 271 errors out of 400
items (i.e., 68%). On the other hand, the total number of errors in
the use of collocations was 164 errors out of 300 items (i.e.,
55%). Figure 1 presents the percentage of errors in reitteration and

collocations.
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Percentages of errors of
lexical cohesion

80% 68%
60% 55%
40%
20%
0%
Reiteration Collocations

Figurel: Percentages of lexical cohesion errors

9.1.1 Analysis of the frequency of reiteration errors

Initially, it has to be noted that the number of items for each sub-
type of reiteration comprises 100 items for all students. The
highest frequent errors produced by students were in repetition and
opposition with 90 and 89 errors for each sub-type, respectively.
However, the number of errors made in the use of synonyms and
inclusion were comparatively lower. The students made 43 errors
in the use of synonyms; similarly, they made 49 errors in the use
of inclusion. Figure 2 shows a comparison of lexical cohesive

errors percentagewise.
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Figure 2: Percentages of reiteration errors

9.1.2 Analysis of the frequency of collocations errors

Students made (55%) of errors in terms of collocations use. More
specifically, the type of collocations that requires the combination of
an adjective and a noun (Adj+N) had the least occurrences of errors
with (22%) of errors only. The errors in the type of verb-preposition
combination (V+Prep) occurred with a percentage of (98%) out of
the total number of items. Students also encountered problems in the
other types of collocations but with varying degrees. Table 1 shows

the results in the use of collocations.

Type Number of Number of Percentage
errors items
Adj+N 11 50 22%
V+N 27 50 54%
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N+N 40 50 80%
V+Prep 49 50 98%
V+Adv 18 50 36%

Adv+Ad] 19 50 38%

Table 1: Collocations Errors
9.2 The nature of Lexical cohesion errors

The results of the study revealed grammatical and semantic errors

in the use of lexical cohesive devices.
9.2.1 Types of errors in reiteration

The types of errors in the use of reiteration can be traced back to
grammatical errors and semantic errors. Each type of errors is

discussed separately in the following subsections.

9.2.1.1 Grammatical errors

The grammatical errors included using the inappropriate part of

speech and using incorrect affixes.
A. Inappropriate part of speech

In the use of repetition in (1), the inappropriate use of grammatical
category occurred when forty students repeated the words by filling

the verb slot envisions with adjectives such as visual and visionary:
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(1) Chomsky provided a deep vision of language. He

specifically visual/visionary that the human is
born

equipped with innate grammar.

The students did not take into account the requirement of a verb in

the clause above after the subject He.

In the use of repetition in (2), students made errors as in the

following sentence:

(2) Stress is often called a disease of contemporary
life. It seems that our modern world has not only
created an advanced technological environment

but also a stress environment.

It can be seen from this example that students used the noun stress

where an adjective is needed to fill the slot in the sentence.

B. Using incorrect affixes
In these errors, the students attached incorrect prefixes or suffixes
when attempting to derive new words.
Repetition:
In the use of repetition in (3), the error occurred when students used
the suffix -ive to the word Stress instead of using the suffix -ful:

(3) Stress is often called a disease of contemporary

life. It seems that our modern world has not only
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created an advanced technological environment

but also a stressive environment.
Opposition:

In the use of opposition in (4), significant errors occurred as
students attempted to derive the opposite inseparable. Students

attached prefixes such as de-, im-, or un- to derive the opposite:

(4) Some parts are separable from the whole and
some are deseparable/imseparable/unseparable of

his cousin's death. (suddenly started crying).
9.2.1.2 Semantic errors

The students made significant errors in lexical cohesion when
attempting to use words that carry distinct semantic features (i.e.,

semantic inappropriateness).
Synonyms:

In the use of synonyms in (5), errors were made when students used
words that differed in central semantic features from those of the
word strange. Twenty-three students used synonyms such as unique
which means ‘being the only one of its kind’, rare which means
‘not done, seen, happening, etc. very often’ and different (Hornby,

2010), as in the following sentence:
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(5) Her child's behavior was considered very strange.

His behavior was really unique/rare/different.

Accordingly, none of the aforementioned words is synonymous
with the word strange that carries distinct semantic features. It is
basically defined as ‘unusual or surprising, especially in a way that

iIs difficult to understand’ (Hornby, 2010).
Inclusion:

Finally, in inclusion, errors result from choosing inappropriate

words that do not convey the meaning of the sentence as in (6):

(6) The part of the tree which is used to make wood is

called the thorn/roots.

The errors occurred because of using words such as thorn and roots
instead of using the word trunk. Apparently, this inappropriate

choice of words results in semantic inappropriateness.
9.2.2 Types of errors in collocations

The types of errors made in the use of collocations can be

categorized to errors in employing proper grammar.

Grammatical errors in the use of collocations include: inability to
recognize word order and tense in collocations, using incorrect
prepositions, and producing spelling errors.

A. Inability to recognize word order and tense in collocations
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The students lack proficiency in recognizing sentence word order
and tense, in particular the use of adverbs of frequency in the wrong
position in the sentence with the past simple.

In the use of collocations in (7), the errors occurred when students
used adverbs of frequency such as, usually and sometimes that

follow the main verb listened:

(7) The students listened usually/sometimes to the

teacher during the class.

In the above sentence, not only do the students show lack of word
order proficiency but also they fail to realize that adverbs of

frequency only occur with the present simple not past simple.
In collocational use in (8), errors occurred due to tense problems:

(8) The internet has gave opportunities for our
business.

Instead of using the past participle of the verb after the auxiliary
has to indicate the perfect aspect, the verb was used in the past

simple gave.
B. Incorrect prepositions

In the use of collocations in (9), the students provided incorrect

prepositions as in:

(9) He burst of/in/with tears when he heard the news.
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This type of collocation requires a fixed preposition. However, the
students used prepositions such as of, in, or with instead of into and
failed to realize what preposition to use to convey the meaning of

the sentence.
C. Spelling errors

The students lack proficiency in providing words with correct

spelling.

In the use of collocations in (10), spelling errors occurred as in the

sentence:

(10) The students listened quitely/curusily to the

teacher during the class.

Students made errors when they wrote words such as quietly and

curiously as quitely and curuisly, respectively.

In addition, in using collocations in (11), students made errors, as

in:

(11) Sam bought a pocket/bocket/bonquet of flowers.

Students misspelled the word bouquet as pocket, bocket or bonquet.
10 Discussion

It can be argued from the obtained results that students primarily
lack the skills in employing the lexical items to sustain the semantic

continuity in their writing. In the use of repetition and opposition,
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students show incapacity in using prefixes or suffixes to derive new
words. Accordingly, this underscores weaknesses in the use of
derivational morphology to repeat or provide opposite words in
order to keep track of the key lexical items in the text. Furthermore,
in the use of synonyms, students show relative weakness in
providing alternative lexical items with similar semantic features.
They also show significant flaws in providing collocations
especially when the items are of the closed class as in the use of

functional items (i.e., prepositions).
11 Pedagogical implications

Based on the results obtained, the following points are
recommended to tackle problems of employing lexical cohesive

devices in writing:

1. Integrating the teaching of lexical cohesion more explicitly
in the classroom to create an awareness for cohesion
problems on the part of the students.

2. Presenting a variety of topics to the students in writing
courses and addressing different themes and areas of
knowledge to expand the students’ lexical repertoire.

3. Instructors of writing courses should focus on teaching the
students proper grammar needed to employ these devices in

their writing.
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4. Integrating some activities and exercises on various lexical
cohesive devices into school curriculum and university
English textbooks.

5. Encouraging students to read high-quality academic articles
and texts and see how writers construct a text and how the

ideas are linked in a systematic way.
12 Recommendations for further research

The current research has fulfilled the research objectives. The
theoretical framework, methodology, and the findings point to
further work in this field. An in-depth analysis and investigation of
writing features along with addressing coherence problems can be
conducted at Tartous University in a thorough research. Basically, a
case study research strategy can be carried out in order to provide a
comprehensive and thorough analysis of the writing quality and the
flow of ideas in students’ writing. In addition, other aspects of
cohesion in the spoken performance can be addressed and
researched, such as phonological cohesion. Finally, a longitudinal
research can be conducted to track the progress of Syrian students

in the use of cohesive devices.
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The Colonizers in the Literature of the Colonized:

The Ending of Ordered Life in Achebe's Arrow of God

Abstract

This research explores the theme of the ending of ordered life
in the six villages in Nigeria under British colonialism. The
arrival of the white missionaries into Nigeria disturbs life and
turns people against each other. Ezeulu, the Chief Priest of
Ulu, is insulted and arrested. He fights with his own son
Oduche who becomes Christian. His

Priesthood is threatened by different people from outside
and inside the tribe. There is a culture conflict, a struggle
between traditions and the corrupt politics. It results in the

collapse of the old order.

Key words: white man, colonial forces, order, anarchy, chief
priest, white missionaries, corrupt politics, Achebe, Arrow of

God, colonizers, colonized.
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The Colonizers in the Literature of the Colonized:
The Ending of Ordered Life in Achebe's Arrow of God

| will explore in this research the image of the colonizer in
Chinua Achebe's Arrow of God and the ending of ordered life in the
colonized villages in Nigeria after the coming of the colonial
forces. The colonial forces leave destructive effects on Africa and
the Africans . They destroy the existing traditions and the religious
rites and bring many social changes on social conventions and

customs.

The European missionaries arrogate to themselves the role of
the torch-bearers and messengers of the God to the dark regions on
earth. In Arrow of God as in Things Fall Apart the forces of
colonialism, church, government and trade accelerate the coming of
a crisis. The tragic resolution in the novel changes the quality of
tribal life and destroys the hero of the book, Ezeulu. He is insulted
despite being the Chief Priest of Ulu in the six villages. He is

arrested. The narrator says:

Ezeulu's reputation at Government Hill had suffered a sharp
decline when the first day passed and the second and the
third and still no news came that Captain Winterbottom had
died. Now it rose again in a different way with his refusal to

be a white man's chief.(Achebe, Arrow 499).
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It is said that the white men have some kind of goodwill towards
him. But the question is " what was the value of the goodwill which
brought him to this shame and indignity."(Achebe, Arrow 499).
Ezeulu refuses to cooperate with the white man. The white man

tries to make him polite:

Following Captain Winterbottom's instruction that Ezeulu
should be put in his place and taught to be polite to the
administration ,Mr. Clarke refused to see him on the next day
as the Head Messenger had promised. In fact he refused to

see him for four days.(Achebe, Arrow 484).

This citation shows us the insult directed to the most important and
revered person in the six villages. The Europeans see him as
impolite and want to teach him how to be polite. We read another
quotation in the novel: " 'As soon as he comes," he told Clarke, 'you
are to lock him up in the guardroom. | do not wish him to see me
until after my return from Enugu. By that time he should have
learnt good manners. | won't have any native thinking they can treat
the administration with contempt.’ "(Achebe, Arrow 473). Ezeulu
lost his dignity and respect and some of the natives respect him no
more. The white administrators refuse to meet him and keep him
waiting for days. He gets some new enemies who refuse to obey

him and think of dismissing him from the six villages:
That night Ezeulu saw in a dream a big assembly of
Umuaro elders, the same people he had spoken to a few days
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earlier. But instead of himself, it was his grandfather who
rose up to speak to them. They refused to listen, they
shouted together: He shall not speak; we will not listen to
him. The Chief Priest raised his voice and pleaded with them
to listen but they refused saying that they must bade the
water while it was still only ankle-deep...he saved our
fathers from the warriors but he cannot save us from the
white man. Let us drive him away as our neighbours of
Aninta drove out and burnt Ogba when he left what he was
called to do and did other things...then the people seized the
Chief Priest who had changed from Ezeulu's grandfather to
himself and began to push him from one group to another .
Some spat on his face and called him the priest of a dead
god. (Achebe, Arrow 482-483).

This quotation shows how horrible what happens to the priest. He

is not respected and he is insulted and condemned by the same

people who considered him revered and holy before the coming of

the white people. The white people disturb customs and traditions

and make the natives suspect their gods. The natives start suspecting

their religions and priests. When people stop obeying their priests ,

anarchy will be let loose in society and this means the end of

ordered life. Even Ezeulu's son who is now Christian starts

disobeying his father and puts the python inside a box.
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Ezeulu breaks the box and frees the python . The son does not
respect his father and the white man does not respect him. The
white man "rebuked Ezeulu for showing disrespect for the orders of
the government and warned him that if he showed such disrespect

again he would be very severely punished."(Achebe, Arrow 497).

The novel was written when the forces of colonialism
dominated Nigeria. This novel has the theme of the clash between
Europe and traditional Africa and the effect it has had on social life
and religious belief. Life changes from traditional conventions to
corrupt politics. This novel draws attention to some evils in society.
Europeans impose their own law on the natives and this causes the
clash between them. Bruce Fetter argues in his book The Colonial
Rule in Africa: "In colonized Africa ...laws were imposed from the
outside by foreigners who conquered the land."(23). The Africans
feel that the white men will drive away all their customs. In a

meeting one of the speakers says:

'l have travelled in Olu and | have travelled in Igbo, and I can
tell you there is no escape from the white man...then I knew
there was no escape. As daylight chases away darkness so
will the white man drive away all our customs. | know that
as | say it now passes by your ears but it will happen. The
white man has power which comes from the true god and it
burns like fire. This is the God about Whom we preach
every eighth day..."..(Achebe, Arrow405).
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And another speaker comments:

Yes, we are talking about the white man's road. But
when the roof and walls of a house fall in, the ceiling
is not left standing. The white man, the new religion,
the soldiers, the new road-they are all part of the same
thing. The white man has a gun, a matchet, a bow and
carries fire in his mouth. He does not fight with one

weapon alone'(Achebe, Arrow 405).

Africans think that the white man can anytime take their leaders to
jail and those who go to jail will not come back. They will be killed

in the jail, so the white man is a dangerous monster for them.

African writers struggle against the colonial forces and
continue the fight until the end. They fight until they get freedom.
They try to prove the humanity of the Africans. The colonizers
suspect the humanity of the Africans and see them as savages and
cannibals. In Heart of Darkness, Marlow calls the Africans
cannibals. Marlow says: "We enlisted some of these chaps on the
way for a crew. Fine fellows—cannibals—in their place. They
were men one could work with and | am grateful to them."(50)
Marlow suspects their humanity. The text reads:"... and the men
were ----- No, they were not inhuman”(52) They even consider them
inferior on the cultural and social levels. The American critic M.

Mahood argues that the present generation of African writers "play
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with the idea of re-writing " Heart of Darkness from the viewpoint
of one of Kurtz's adherents, and "one reader of Conrad who has
actually had the knowledge and initiative to do this is Chinua
Achebe"(37). Achebe wants to change Marlow's idea about Africa.
In literature, most of the writings were produced by the colonists. It
is only after independence that native African writers have emerged
in a great number and produced literature that can be compared to
that of Europe. Although it is a young literature, it is at the same
time a mature literature. Charles R. Larson argues that: "Maturity
was forced upon it just as African societies themselves were
undergoing the labor pains of old age within a few short years after
they gained independence"(279). These African authors highlight
the theme of the clash between Europe and traditional Africa and
the effect it has had on social life and religious belief. Achebe tries
to prove that Africans did not hear of culture and civilization for the
first time from the invaders. Africans had their own social
traditions, their religions, their religious rites and their courts.
Moreover, they had dignity and self-respect and they lost their
dignity and self-respect after the coming of the colonial forces.
There are no Africans who are brutally aggressive as the European
invaders who slaughter the Africans. African literature was born as

a reaction against colonial writings like Conrad's Heart of Darkness.

African writers have tried to give the world a view of history

and culture that went unrecognized or that was effectively rejected
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by the colonial rule and its literary messengers. Hakluyt believes
that it is against the perception of "Negroes, a people of beastly
living , without a God, law, religion...whose women are
common,”(167) that African writers try to shed light on what is
prejudicially called "the Dark Continent." One of these writers is
Chinua Achebe, the Nigerian novelist, who wrote three novels
Things Fall Apart, No Longer at Ease and Arrow of God, The
complexity, order, and harmony of primitive African society are the
main themes of Things Fall Apart and Arrow of God. In Things
Fall Apart, Achebe gives us a picture of a society that was
reinforced by wisdom and. M. V. Moses argues in his book The
Novel and the Globalization of Culture that Achebe's intention is to
show that "traditional Igbo society, with all its limitations,
shortcomings, and injustices, was nevertheless grounded upon an
ethical foundation"(114).

Achebe gives us a detailed picture of a society where
anarchy is let loose because of the colonizers in Arrow of God. The
novel expresses the inexperience of the teachers and new converts

in this way:

You may be called Peter, or you may be called

Paul or Barnabas; it does not pull a hair from me.

And | have nothing to say to a mere boy who should

be picking nuts for his mother. But since you have

also become our teacher | shall be waiting for the day
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when you will have the courage to kill a python in the
Umuaro(Achebe, Arrow 369).

The new religion created a new class of Africans: new converts,
new teachers, new guards, new messengers and new cocks. The
new class became worse than the white men in their dealing with
their countrymen. They were also known as interpreters. They
behaved ruthlessly and wronged their fellow natives. They behaved
as extremists. They were selected from the poor and the lower

classes.

The Africans are organized in tribes and clans; they have
their own ceremonies, crops and harvests. Their life is a life full of
values, traditions and customs. They have their own law and courts.
The European colonizers attribute to themselves the task of
civilizing the ignorant savage people, but in reality they are big
liars. The Africans have their own civilization and worship many
gods and everyone has his own god, Chi, but when they face a
problem, they return to the main god. David Carroll states in his
book Chinua Achebe that a "Chi was a spiritual double and a soul to
which one 's fortunes and abilities were ascribed, Each individual
was controlled by his Chi"(17-18). They may worship a piece of
wood which represents the spirit of their ancestors. They even
make sacrifices to them. African peoples and African societies are
friendly. Europeans disgust their shapes, their color and their flatter
noses, but this does not mean that they are bad or aggressive. The
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African society has a highly developed system of values before the

coming of Christianity.

The colonizers and the natives live in a constant state of
mutual confrontation. Problems dominate society because of
European exploitation of the natives and because of corruption and
criminality of the colonizers. The white colonizers are instruments
of destruction for the ordered life of society. They will destroy the
clans and families; they are ready to kill the natives. Even the
missionaries keep their children far from knowing the language and
culture of the natives. Struggle starts in the six villages between

brothers. Achebe gives us a description :

The brothers began to quarrel violently , and then to
fight. Very soon the fighting spread throughout
Umuama and so fierce was it that the village was
almost wiped out. The few survivors fled their village
across the great river to the land of Olu where they

are scattered today(Achebe, Arrow 368).

Idemili punished them because his python was killed. The elders
issued a decree that killing a python is like killing a kinsman.
Killing the python is a crime which will anger the god and this
happens because the white man encourages it . It leads to anarchy

and disorder.
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The Africans are insulted in jails and in directorates and
government offices by the new converts just to please the
colonizers. The colonizers bring disorder and violence in the
African society and encourage the natives to kill each other. They
incite religious and ethnic conflicts.  The natives are insulted,
exploited, enslaved and even killed. Anything can be done in a
colonized country.  Ezeulu is arrested and insulted by the

colonizers. The text reads:

Meanwhile three policemen arrived at Ezeulu's hut.
There were then no longer in the mood of playing. They

spoke sharply , baring all their weapons at once.

'‘Which one of you is called Ezeulu?' asked the
corporal,

‘Which Ezeulu' asked Edogo.

'‘Don't ask me which Ezeulu again or | shall slap okro
seeds out of your mouth. | say who is called Ezeulu
here?'

‘And | say which Ezeulu? Or don't you know who you
are looking for?" The four other men in the hut said
nothing...there was fear and anxiety in the faces.

(Achebe, Arrow 476).

This quotation shows that the chief priest of the god Ulu is not

respected. This god is worshipped in the six villages. The white men
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ask him about his name and they know him. They ask him about his
name just to insult him. They insist on hearing his name from his

lips.

Order is missed from society and the natives live in full
anarchy. The African culture is destroyed by the white missionaries
in the name of civilization. In reality, the European colonizers lack
civilization. They are not emissaries of religion and culture, they
are messengers of trade and death to the dark regions. They suck

the blood of the natives by exploiting and enslaving them.

Ezeulu in many ways differs from Okonko in Things Fall
Apart , but the actions take place in the same area, with the same
background , the same scenery, and end with the same people.

Achebe himself states:

Ezeulu, the chief character of Arrow of God, is a
different kind of man from Okonko. He is an intellectual.
He thinks about why things happen-he is a priest and his
office requires this-so he goes to the roots of things and he's
ready to accept change, intellectually. He sees the value of
change and therefore his reaction to Europe is completely
different from Okonko's. He is ready to come to terms with
it-up to a point- except where his dignity is involved. This he
could not accept. He is very proud.(Achebe quoted in Cosmo
and Duerden 16-17).

105



(Y pe) (il 4l 55 (3 Aaaiall Blall elgd) 10 pamivnall Gl yerindl) 3 ) e

Ezeulu, whose name means" arrow of god,” is the legitimate

representative of the god Ulu.

Ezeulu is the leader of the celebration of two important
rituals in the life of the Umuaro people, namely the celebration of
the Pumpkin Leaves, and the Festival of the New Yam. At the
festival of the Pumpkin Leaves, Ezeulu purifies the people in the
ceremony of purification. He runs around from place to place in the
market , while women throw on him pumpkin leaves, imploring
him to purify them and cleanse them of their evil acts and make
them worthy. The same thing is true for the New Yam Festival.
Since it coincides with the end of the year and the beginning of a
new harvest time, every man from each village brings a yam seed to
the shrine of Ulu to give thanks to the good god. But these ordered
celebrations cannot last any longer because the white man

introduces a new order with his new rules.

Indeed the political system with its traditional rules is
disturbed by the British imposed administration of “indirect rules.”
The British appoint "warrant chiefs" without considering the
existing hierarchical system. Captain Winterbottom, the chief
colonial administrator complains about the system. He says to his

white aide about the local chiefs:

We flounder from one expedient to its opposite. We

do not only promise to secure old savage tyrants on
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their own thrones—or more likely filthy animal
skins—we do not only do that but we now go out of
our way to invent chiefs where they were none before.
They make me sick.(Achebe, Arrow 355).

Captain Winterbottom, whose name is suggestive of his character, is
afraid of the lack of firmness of British policy in Nigeria. He
objects particularly to advanced ideas ruling the country. As he
expressed it: "l wouldn't really mind if this dithering was left to old
fossils in Lagos, but when young political officers get infected I just
give up"(Achebe, Arrow 355). Like the Chief Priest of Ulu, he
rebels against the idea of becoming simply an intermediary of
power between the natives and the British government. He would

prefer the French colonial policy:

Look at the French. They are not ashamed to teach their
culture to backward races under their charge. Their attitude
to the native rulers is clear. They say to him: "this land has
belonged to you because you have been strong enough to
hold it . By the same token it now belongs to us. If you are

not satisfied come and fight us (Achebe, Arrow 355).

Winterbottom wants to say that authority is not for savages. The
French system represents for him the advantages of placing French

citizens from top to bottom on the administration.
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Like Almayer in Conrad's Almayer's Folly, Captain
Winterbottom, the District Commissioner, distinguishes himself in
his hatred against everything native, even the natural phenomena
common in Africa. He curses the rain and the darkness of the night
in Africa, etc. Similarly in No Longer at Ease, the white character,
Mr. Green claims that "the African is corrupt through and through

"because of the fact that:

...over centuries the African has been the victim of the
worst climate in the world of every imaginable
disease. Hardly his fault, but he has been sapped
mentally and physically.  We have brought his
western education. But what use is it to him?(Achebe,
No Longer 175).

This is a pathetic elaboration of the racial view and of racism in

general.

The colonial world of Arrow of God reveals itself to be as
unproductive as that of Heart of Darkness. Kurtz , in Heart of
Darkness, is busy with invading villages and collecting ivory and
sending as much of it as he can to Europe. He does not care for the
natives. He is an inefficient colonizer. Similarly, the small
community of white men called to rule the country are busying
themselves in the fight for power and ignore the colonial

administration. Winterbottom is unhappy because Watkinson, the
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General Governor of Nigeria, is his junior by three years and has
been promoted over him ; he keeps saying over and over "any fool
can be promoted provided he does nothing but try"(Achebe,
Arrow,374). The school superintendent proclaims himself to be the
king's only representative in the district and he alone "took the
salute on Empire Day at the march past of all the school children in
the area-one of the few occasions when he wore his white uniform
and sword"(Achebe, Arrow, 350). Tony Clarke, Winterbottom's
assistant, and Mr. Wright, Public Works Department Supervisor,
spent their days at gossiping about Winterbottom's marital problem .
His wife had left him while he was at war with Germany in the
colony of Cameroons. The Assistant District Commissioner , Clarke
tells Wright that "he has been going around lately with the
woman missionary doctor at Nkisa... and the real trouble with
Winterbottom is that he is too serious to sleep with native
women"(Achebe, Arrow 426). The white men accuse the black

natives of being sensuous while they rape the African women.

Sex and laziness keep the colonial rulers inefficient, as one
senior officer tells his group around him " Old Tom(Winterbottom)
is always reminding you that he came out to Nigeria in 1910, but he
never mentions that in all that time he has not put in a day's work.
It's simply amazing how much back-biting goes on at

Enugu”(Achebe, Arrow 427). The white men have their own
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girlfriends. Achebe states that"even governors have been known to

keep dusky mistresses."(Achebe, Arrow 426).

The white men are inefficient and this is revealed in their
system of appointing natives as warrant chiefs . The selection is
carelessly done in Enugu without any consultation of the local

administrators. The method is a disaster as the narrator recounts it:

Three years ago they had put pressure on Captain
Winterbottom to appoint a Warrant Chief for Okperi
against his better judgement. After a long palaver he
had chosen one James lkedi, an intelligent fellow who
had been among the very first people to receive
missionary education in these parts. But what had
happened? Within three months of this man receiving
his warrant Captain Winterbottom began to hear
rumors of his high-handedness. He had set up an
illegal court and a private prison. He took any woman
who caught his fancy without paying the customary
bride-price.(Achebe, Arrow 376).

These natives who are appointed by the white administration
consider themselves a selected clan. These people carried the white
man's orders and most of the time executed it perfectly. They were
known for their cruelty which they thought pleased the white man.

They tried to imitate the white man's feelings of anger to the point
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of committing cruelties. In Arrow of God some of them have
adopted royal titles such as "His Highness Ikedi the First, Obi king
of Okperi"(Achebe, Arrow 378).

The colonial forces disintegrate life in the six villages and in
Nigeria as a whole. They bring a change and this change leads to
the fall of all traditions and conventions .Although everyone in the
colonial administration admits the inefficiency of the system, no one
iIs ready to change it. This prompts Captain Winterbottom to
concede that "the fault of our Administration is that they invariably
appoint the wrong people and set aside the advice of us who have

been here for years"(Achebe, Arrow 135).

There is anarchy in society . There is no order. It is the end
of ordered life. Okperi and Umuaro are enemies. These two

villages start a war. Achebe says:

Those guns have a long and interesting history. The
people of Okperi and their neighbours, Umuaro are
great enemies. Or they were before | came into the
story. A big savage war had broken out between them
over a piece of land. This feud was made worse by
the fact that Okperi welcomed missionaries and
government while Umuaro on the other hand has
remained backward.(Achebe, Arrow 355-356).
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This citation shows us the carelessness of the colonisers. Is it true
that they cannot stop this war between these two villages? Achebe
gives us the starting point of the war. It is because one person
drinks the wine of his friend and destroys his ikenga. Achebe states
that"ikenga is the most important fetish in the Ibo man's arsenal, so
to speak. When he dies it is split in two; one half is buried with him
and the other half is thrown away."(Achebe, Arrow356). Achebe
provides the reader with the result of the war and how the

colonizers stopped it. The text reads:

The next day, Afo saw the war brought to a sudden
close. The white man, Wintabota, brought soldiers to
Umuaro and stopped it. The story of what these
soldiers did in Abame was still told with fear, and so
Umuaro made no effort to resist but laid down their
arms. Although they were not yet satisfied they could
say without shame that Akukalia's death had been
avenged, that they had provided him with three men
on whom to rest his head. It was also a good thing
perhaps that the war was stopped. The death of
Akukalia and his brother in one and the same dispute
showed that Ekwensu's hand was in it.(Achebe, Arrow
347).
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This citation shows the savagery and cruelty of the
colonizers who behaved savagely to silence and pacify the

natives.

A further problem for the colonial administration of
the country is excessive drinking of alcohol. Many in the
white community in the novel are frequently drunk with
brandy . Winterbottom even suggests to his subordinate and
colleagues that "you ought to drink more, it's good for
malaria"(Achebe, Arrow356). In their meetings, two subjects
made the object of their discussion;

" indirect rule™ and "Pacification of the Primitive Tribes of
the Lower Niger" which has already become a standard
guidebook of colonial policy in Nigeria. But the young
Europeans around Winterbottom express their reserve and
opposition to the continent of the book. Captain
Winterbottom treats them as simple-minded persons and says
to them ironically: "I see you are one of the progressive ones.
When you've been here as long as Allen[the author of the
book] was and understood the native a little more you might

modify some of your new theories"( Achebe, Arrow354).

Clarke denounces the book because its author " does
not allow , for instance, for there being anything of value in
native institutions. He might really be one of the missionary
people” (Achebe Arrow354)and he concluded that the book *
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was open to correction"(Achebe, Arrow 354). Following
closely "The pacification,” Winterbottom insisted on the
rigid hierarchy of power and warned against the wanton
character that some white might have toward native women.
"It was absolutely imperative,” he told them, "that every
European in Nigeria, particularly those in such a lonely
outpost as Okperi, should not lower themselves in the eyes of
the natives"(Achebe, Arrow 351).

But with the "indirect rule he has to deal with Ezeulu,
a savage primitive with whom he cannot share power. He is
clearly pained to hand over power to the "impressive —
looking fetish priest "who seems to understand the white.
Ezeulu sends his son to the white man's church and school to
show his approbation of the white man's "magic”. He says to
his son, "if there is nothing in it you will come back. But if
there is something there you will have my share ...those who
do not befriend the white man today will be saying had we

known tomorrow"(Achebe, Arrow 365).

Finally the traditional tribesman accuses Ezeulu of
befriending the white man in his position of god's
representative, he is also the guarantor of tribal institutions
and as such contact should be permitted between him and the
white man. At the same time pressures start to build in the
clan when the priest Nuake claims precedence over people.
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On the cultural level, Winterbottom wanted to keep
Africans ignorant and inferior to the white man's standard.
The colonial leaders had no benevolent feelings toward
natives. Andre Gide states that the white man is without the
qualities of a human being . He behaves like an injured

predator:

When... a man tries to make the natives obey and
respect him by the spasmodic, outrageous and
precarious use of brute force he gets frightened, he
loses his head; having no natural authority, he tries to
reign by terror. He feels his hold slipping from him
and soon it becomes impossible to quell the growing
discontent of the natives, who notwithstanding that
they are often perfectly amenable, as goaded to fury
by injustice, violent reprisals, and cruelty of all
sorts.(14)

To conclude, it is safe to say that European colonizers are
inefficient. They fail to control society or to keep order in it. Order
is lost and anarchy is let loose in the six villages. They do not show
respect for priests and religions. Teaching proves to be a complete
failure and the natives are kept inferior to the white people at
schools. The white men show no respect for customs , traditions
and conventions. The natives rebel against their priests and create
havoc and disorder. Achebe wants to draw our attention to the fact
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that Africa has cultural values as valid as those of Europe. Religion,
justice and law all existed before the white man took control of the
continent. The Africans worship the python but the Christians kill it
and society slips in complete disorder. Mr. Goodcountry says to the
converts :"you address the python as Father. It is nothing but a
snake, the snake that deceived our first mother, Eve. If you are
afraid to kill it do not count yourself a Christian. "(Achebe,
Arrow,366). The natives respect the python, but the new converts
including Oduche the son of Ezeulu kill him. There were two

pythons near his mother's hut. He plans to kill one of them.
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The Artistic Image in the
Poetry of Amr Ibn Qumiah

Abstract
This research is built on rhetorical pillars; To study the types of
artistic images of a poet on whose poetry we hardly find
studies, Amr lbn Qumiah, one of the poets of the pre-Islamic

era.

This research collects the three types of artistic images in the
Diwan of Amr ibn Qumiah, emotional images based on
emitted emotion and sensation, sensory images based on the
perceptions of the senses and mental images with logical

evidence and proofs.

This study seeks to understand the functions performed by
these images, to clarify their role in conveying meaning to the
recipient and what is useful in linking contextual relationships

between parts of speech .

Key words:

Images, artistic, poetry, Amr ibn Qumiah
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